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VITE ADEE 3, the ‘Poultry Vite-ABee’ 
contains natural fish Liver Oi! fortified 
with Vitamin D3—the special Vita- 
min D for poultry. Not a forcing mix- 
ture but a specialized vitamin food 
Vite-ADee 3 has a guaranteed strength 
of 1000 International Units of Vitamin 
A and 100 International Units of 
Vitamin D3 per gramme and is manu- 
factured so as to conform to the Stan- 
dard Specifications recommended by 
the Department of Agriculture. 


Official tests have established first class 
results. 


Buy a gallon tin today from your local 
merchant. Ask for ‘Poultry Vite- 
ABee.” 


1 


Fer further information write to Nutrition 
Advisory Dept. 


W. & R. FLETCHER (N.Z.) LTD., BOX 663, WELLINGEON. — cvs 


/ 
ey = ase ees = giana may, 
Keaeat en ca amen io >> prea We A 
sesers aa ied ee TNS 4 5 
<5 aS “foe He: te = Pot 23 
RSE it iru 2 qi i Peer Wn é re 
rhe $k VERE > ik r 
: MA é 5 Fi 

Lege ore HE 

ee st Peed Uo $i 

SS ig baie fir 

Mire, : ead Feu : 
eG ae ~ 5 


Official Organ of the New Teena Poultry Board, and accredited poultry 
organisations. 


N.Z. POULTRY BOARD, wom 


J. W. McGLINCHY (Chairman, Hei Hei, 
Hornby, Christchurch (Govt. Rep.). 


D. G, BEGLEY, 504 Avenue Road W., Hast- 
ings (Govt. Rep.). 


J. N. LITTLE, 165 Knight’s Road, Lower Hutt. 


T. S. DOVE, 187 Junction Road, Hornby, 
Christchurch. 


G. McLATCHIE, Main South Road, Oamaru. 
F. G. JACKSON, Nikau Street, New Lynn. 
S. D. LIST, Secretary, P.O. Box 379, Wgton. 


The Poultry Food 


Position For 


Owing to the world shortage of 
wheat and coarse grains, the method 


of allocation of export cereal sur- 


pluses through the International 
Emergency Food Council, shipping 
difficulties, and the small New Zea- 
land cereal area this\ season, the 
supply of grain for poultry feeding 
may present certain difficulties dur- 
ing 1948. The Government is doing 
everything possible to secure ade- 
quate supplies from Australia; and it 
now appears that sufficient, non-mill- 
able wheat may be secured to main- 
tain the poultry industry properly. 
Until such supplies have been trans- 
ported and stocks are available here 
there is a possibility that there may 


Address all Literary Correspondence to 
The Editor, P.O. Box 379, Wellington. 


1948 


be some insecurity in supply, and in 
the meantime the fullest use should 
be made of the supplies of coarser 
grains available. 


It is obvious that with the diffi- — 
culties which may occur in providing 
feed, this is no time for any poultry 
farmer to increase the size of his 
flock or for new producers to enter 
the industry. In fact, until .the 
position becomes clearer producers 
should be more than usually severe 


_in'their normal seasonal culling oper- 


ations and only really good breeding 
hens and pullets shoud be retained in 
flocks. 
3 EDWARD CULLEN, 
Minister of Agriculture. 


Subscription Rate: 7/6 per year; 4/- half-yearly. 
Address all business communications on subscriptions, 


advertisements, etc., to— 
Britannica - Publications, P.O. Box 1567, ‘Wellington. 
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. improves. 


to soaked wheat feeding, 
have persisted in doing so. To - 
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| Making the Best Use of Available Feed 


The difficulties associated with maintaining supplies of 
poultry feed during’ 1948 are referred to in a statement to 
poultry producers by the Minister of Agriculture on the previ- 


All possible has been done to assist the poultry 


industry, and this article sets out some ways in which poultry 
producers can help both themselves and the industry during 
any difficult period which may arise during 1948. 


_ The general preference of poul- 
try producers for wheat as a grain 
feed is based on a cost factor and 
on wheat’s presumed greater feed- 
ing value than either barley or 
oats. Some poultrymen have de- 
veloped a liking for feeding soaked 
wheat to the exclusion of the use 
of mash, but producers should now 


. face the fact that such preferences 


must be shelved until the wheat 
supply position improves. The 
hard fact is that insufficient wheat 
is available this year for poultry 
producers to give wheat alone in 
their grain feed, and every en- 
deavour should be made to obtain 
oats and barley to eke out sup- 
plies of wheat. No purpose would 
be served by suggesting definite 
proportions for a mixture of these 
grains, as supplies of each will 
vary from time to time. 


Barley is an excellent feed for 
poultry and may be used without 
fear of adverse effects on laying 
or the health of the birds. Good 
plump oats are also good poultry 


- feed; but the feeding value falls off 


sharply in light samples and 
where there 
less kernel. Here is a comparison 
of the food composition of average 


samples of these grains :— 


Carbohy- 
Protein Oil drates Fibre 


Jo: Vo 390 Go 


Wheat ...... 12 2 69 2 

Barley ...... 9 Z 68 D 

Oats rest: 10 3) 5S 720 
Barley compares well with 


wheat, but oats have not the same 
feeding value as the other two 
Nevertheless, oats must 
play a prominent part in the feed- 
ing of flocks until the food position 


- Though during the past 12 
months poultry producers have 
been requested not to resort solely 
some 


continue that practice and to en- 
deavour to obtain sufficient wheat 


‘at all costs to carry it out is a 


selfish policy which must reduce 


is more fibre and. 


supplies of wheat to other poultry 
producers and so adversely affect 
their livelihoods. 


Though it is not expected that 
many producers will attempt aut- 
umn -hatching in present circum- 
stances, the raising of pullets at 
this season of the year is tanta- 
mount to increasing a flock. 
Therefore poultry farmers should 
not autumn hatch this year. 


Importance of Culling 


-Continuous culling of all classes 
of poultry stock is fundamental to 
successful management, but far 
too little culling is practised on 
the average poultry farm. Few, if 
any, producers will permit wastage 
of food either in the food store or 
at feeding time, but too many fail 
to realise that valuable food is 


‘being wasted daily when it is 


given to sick birds and those 
whose production is too low to 
show a reasonable return in eggs. 
Severe, efficient culling is of prime 


-importance at present and may 


well be an important factor in pre- 
venting any need for reducing 
flocks by selling off sound, pro- 
ducing birds. To reduce a flock 
by drastic culling and feed the 
remainder with a full ration. of 
grain and mash is far sounder 


‘policy than to retain a greater 


number of birds and give them re- 
duced quantities of food. 


Consider the following pro- 


“gramme :— 


Hens: As good lavine pullets are 
the heaviest layers on the farm, 
they are the last birds to be 


- sacrificed (with the exception of 


a nucleus of good _ breeders) 
should an acute shortage of food 
occur. Accordingly breeding stock 
should be selected—well up to the 
standard required under the Poul- 
try Flock Improvement Plan—and 
all remaining hens discarded im- 
mediately they go out of produc- 
tion or earlier if the food situation 
enforces a reduction in stock. 


Pullets: Inspect the pullets and 
discard any which show signs of 
weak constitution or undue coarse- 


ness. All weak-headed and under- 


- sized birds should go; they rarelv 


show a profit in normal times and 
today they are wasting food. If 
rearing has been normal and the 
flock has received no serious set- 


-back, pullets which fail to come 


into proper production at the pro- 
per time should be treated with 
suspicion and culled unless they 
show early signs of coming imto 
production. 


Male birds: Though’ greater 
numbers of cockerels than will 
be wanted ultimately for the breed- 
ing ‘rens must be retained to. 
afford a reasonable selection when 
pens are made up, continuous and 
drastic culling of these birds is 
essential. When. a cockerel ex- 
hibits some fault, including weak- 
ness of constitution, that bird 
should be on its way to the but- 
cher as soon as practicable. 


Continual culling’ on a daily 
basis throughout the farm 
calls for both persistence and 
patience and means making a 
special effort, but at no time 
has it been more important 
to cull birds effectively. 


The “Backyarder” 


Those who have only small units 
of birds can do much to help 
themselves and the general food 
situation by using household. 
scraps to the fullest extent. Good 
household scraps, including meat, 
bread crusts, potatoes, and sur- 
plus cooked vegetables, may form 
at least 25 to 30 per cent. of the 
daily wet mash. A suitable re- 
ceptacle should be put in a con- 
venient place and these scraps 
collected. 


If the majority of “backyarders’’: 
conscientiously used scraps, the 
demand for standard poultry mash 
would be. reduced appreciably. 
That in turn would conserve grains 
which are now in.short supnnlv. 


It is too early to predict 
how the feed position will 
affect the breeding. pro- 
gramme for 1948. Much will 
depend on present negotia- 
tions with Australia and on 
the availability of transport 
both by rail in Australia and 
by ship to New Zealand. 


—By F.C. Bobby, Superintendent 7 
of Poultry Husbandry. . 


Reprinted from “N.Z. Journal of 
Agriculture.” 
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Dominion Conference 1948 : 


POSTPONED UNTIL APRIL 
28th AND 29th - 


Owing to apprehension on the 
part of several delegates in re- 
spect to the polio outbreak in 
Auckland and also the delay in 
obtaining implementation of the 
Post-War Marketing Plan, the 
N.Z. Poultry Board is postponing 
the Dominion Conference until 
April 28th and 29th. 


Delegates with young families 
feel that the possible risk of in- 
fection will be considerably less- 
ened by setting the date back an- 


, other month; whilst the Board is 


loath to meet Conference without 
being able to table the Amended 
Marketing Plan. The considerable 
delay in obtaining the Govern- 
ment’s approval for. incorporating 
the report into amending regu- 
lations has been somewhat dis- 
turbing but pressure is being 
brought to bear to have the Post- 
War Marketing Plan released for 
conference. 


Immediately the change of Con- 
ference dates was known, dele- 
gates were advised by telegram to 
enable a re-arrangement of plans 
and cancellations to be made. The 
postponement has no doubt been 
upsetting and inconvenient’ to 
many delegates; and is sincerely 
regretted, but under the circum- 
stances, unavoidable. 


N.Z. Poultry Board Election 


In accordance with the Poultry 


Runs Registration Act, 1933, two 


members of .- the’. N:Z. Poultry 
Board will retire on 3lst May, 


1948. 


The retiring members as chosen 
by lot represent the Wellington 
and Canterbury-Westland Provin- 
cial areas. ! 

Nominations are therefore in- 
vited from all affiliated associa- 
tions in these areas. ; 

‘Nominations signed by nominee 
and endorsed by 20 registered 
poultry-keepers must be in the 
hands of the respective Secretaries 
on or before the 12th April, 1948. 

Secretary, Wellington Provin- 
cial Assn. of Registered Poultry- 
keepers. (Inc.), . P.O.. Box. 18, 
Levin. 

Secretary, Canterbury-Westland 
Registered Poultry-keepers’ Assn. 
(Inc.), P.O. Box 208, Christchurch. 

Further details will appear in 
the next issue of the N.Z. Poultry 
World. 
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REPORT OF FEBRUARY MEETING 


Dominion Conference. — Owing 
to the delay in obtaining imple- 
mentation of the Post-war Egg 
Marketing Plan and also concern 
expressed by delegates in respect 
to the “polio” outbreak in Auck- 
land, the Dominion Conference 
was postponed until 27th and 28th 
April, 1948. 

Conference remits were collated 
and grouped under respective 
headings for presentation to the 
Poultry Board Consultative Com- 
mittee. All late information af- 
fecting the’ remits is being em- 
bodied in footnotes for guidance. 


Wheat Levy.—Upon receipt of 
information that the Government 
had refused to allow a levy to be 
placed on wheat to augment the 
industry’s funds, a request for an 
interview with the Minister was 
dispatched. 


Post-War Marketing Plan.— 
Owing to the delay in releasing 
the amended plan, a similar re- 
quest as above was forwarded, 
with the addition that a delega- 
tion be accorded a meeting with 
the Prime Minister if a satisfac- 
tory reason for the delay is not 
forthcoming. 


Wheat Supplies. — Considerable 
discussion ensued in. respect to 
future prospects for wheat sup- 
plies and methods of obtaining 
alternate grains. 

Advice that the Acting Direc- 
tor-General, Department of Agyi- 
culture, and the Wheat and Flour 
Controller were at present in Aus- 
tralia precluded any immediate 
ction, until the result of their 
negotiations is known. 


Standard Mash.—.A request for 
permission to allow a nraximum of 
5 per cent. peameal and 10 per 
cent. ryemeal in standard mash 
was forwarded to the Department 
of Agriculture. This step was 
deemed necessary owing to a 
shortage of mash ingredients in 
certain areas. 

Board Election.—Various me- 
thods of election procedure pro- 
posed by the respective Provincial 
Associations were discussed, and 
referred to the Poultry Board Con- 
sultative Committee for incorpor- 
ating in a report to be presented 
at the conference. 


Maize Supplies.—Reports that 
the New Zealand maize crop had 


. pulp manufacture, | etc., 


been over estimated by the Native 
Department and also as shelling 
had been much lighter this year, 
necessitated a decision to restrict 
whole grain sales and thus divert 
all supplies for inclusion in the 
standard mash. 


Egg Price Increase. — Further 
efforts are being made to obtain 
consideration of the case present- 
ed by the Board for the full 
amount claimed in the original 
1947 survey. 


Marketing.—Several problems of 
a local nature such as dirty eggs, 
were 
dealt with and referred to the 
respective local egg advisory com- 
mittees. 


Hutt Valley Registered 
Poultrykeepers’ Assn. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The above association held its 
Annual General Meeting on 
Thursday evening, 12th February. 
Mr. E. J. B. Matthews presided 
over an attendance of 30 mem- 
bers. President’s report and the 
balance sheet for year ending 31st 
December, 1947, were received and. 
adopted as tabled. Subscriptions 
for 1948 have been increased from 
a general one of 7/6 to that of 
10/- for owners of up to 200 
birds, and 15/- for those of over 
200 birds. The adoption of this 
new subscription rate was unani- 
mous, many present expressing ap- 
preciation. of what the Associa- 


- tion had done for them over the 


past year. A strong Executive was 
elected to office for 1948 compar- 
able with any other N.Z. Poultry 
Association. It is-intended to ex- 
tend the operations of the associ- 
ation which may necessitate a 
change of name. Mr. C. Bobby, 
who was present, spoke on the 
present wheat position and an- 
swered many questions and was 
thanked for his address. Officers 
elected were: President, Mr. E. 
J. B. Matthews; vice-president, 
Mr. S. D. Morris; hon. sec.-trea- 
surer, Mr. A. J. Severn; commit- 
teemen, Messrs. J. Sinclair, J._A. 
Taylor, jun., F. Ecob, A. Salisbury, 
R. Hutson, P. Watson and F. Barr; 
delegate to W.P. Council, Mr. A. 
J. Severn; hon. auditor, Mr. F. J.. 
Coman. 


Aid 
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Wellingtom Hiolds a Field Day 


A most successful field day was 
held on Saturday, the 14th. Feb., 
at the Poultry Demonstration 
Plant»..Upper: Hutt... -Mrict-C, 
Bobby, Superintendent of Poultry 
Husbandry, and Mr. J. C. ‘Gold- 
smith, Wellington District Poultry 
Instructor, organised the gather- 
ing which was representative of 
the area covered by Mr. Gold- 
smith. 


Masterton, Levin, Hutt Valley, 
Belgrove and Blenheim were re- 
presented by over 60 poultrymen 
and their wives. The Blenheim 
stalwarts, Messrs. Bright, Harris, 


. Page, Bishell and Jones in their 


enthusiasm, chartered a plane for 
the day to ensure being present. 


Mr. L. W. Jourdain, Manager 
of the Poultry Plant, had every- 
thing in great shape. The grounds 
and buildings were a model of 
tidiness, and there was no doubt 
about the efficiency of his staff. 
Mr. Jourdain insisted, however, 
that credit was due to Mr. Cham- 
bers for the work accomplished in 
the erection of additional poultry 
houses, etc., reclaimed from tim- 
ber used at the old Wallaceville 
Plant. Mr. Chambers is now in 
partnership with Mr. T. S. Dove 
and is running the well-known 
“Wattledene” hatchery at Hornby. 


Mr. Bobby on behalf of Mr. R. 
Tennent, Acting D/G. of Agricul- 
ture, extended a warm welcome 
to the gathering and introduced 
the staff and also two Poultry 
Pathologists from Wallaceville, 
Messrs. R. Salisbury and 
Osborne, both comparatively new 
arrivals from Australia. 


Mr. Goldsmith in turn, intro- 
duced the Presidents and Secre- 
taries of the respective Poultry 
Associations. 


The forenoon was devoted to an 
inspection of the stock and plant, 
the assembly being split into two 
groups and conducted by Messrs. 
Bobby and Goldsmith respectively. 


Explanations and comments 
were given in respect to the vari- 
ous equipment, housing, feeding, 
and stock. A_ delightful light 
luncheon was provided at the 
Brown Owl Tearooms, transport 
being arranged by bus. 

Upon resuming after the lun- 
cheon adjournment, Mr. R. Salis- 
bury gave a demonstration post- 
mortem on a bird. His dexterity 


was amazing, the whole carcase | 


being laid open and dissected in 


a matter of seconds. The vari- 
ous organs which would be af- 
fected by disease were displayed, 
and the identifying symptoms fully 
explained. A splendid specimen of 


Leucosis or big liver disease was. 


shown. ‘The exhibit was provided 
by the. Wallaceville Laboratory. 
Mr. Salisbury said the complaint 
being a virus disease, could take 
several forms, such as_ enlarged 
liver, thickening in bony struc- 
ture of the shanks, pearly eye 


with distorted pupils, and, of . 


course, a paralysed condition of 
movement. 


By injecting a compound from 
an infected liver into a healthy 
bird, any one of these forms of the 
complaint could be obtained. The 
actual cause of the disease is ob- 
scure and the only means of com- 
bating it is by good management 
and strict adherence to hygiene. 
New Zealand is fortunate in being 
comparatively free from _ serious 
diseases such as fowl-pest, New- 
castle disease, Tick disease, or 
Laryngo tracheitis, which take 
take heavy toll of the poultry 
flocks in other counrties. 


In Australia today, vaccination 
is an accepted -expense to the 
poultry industry. Veterinary prac- 
titioners are handling 15,000 birds 
per day, charging 3d. per bird for 
this precautionary vaccination. 


Mr. Salisbury also gave a de- 
monstration in the use of an auto- 
matic doser which is being mar- 
keted in New Zealand today. With 
two good catchers, 300 birds an 
hour can be treated by injecting 
carbon-tetrachloride directly into 
the crop. Great care must be 
taken to prevent the carbon-tetra- 
chloride from touching the wind- 
pipe or respiratory organs. 


Poultry farmers were specially 
requested to forward live speci- 
mens of sick birds to Wallaceville 


for diagnosis or alternatively birds. 


which had died from disease in- 
stead of killing affected birds to 
forward for examination. It was 
also asked that chickens be packed 
in dry sawdust to prevent leakage 
in transit. 


Mr. Bobby gave an outline in 
respect to the future operations of 
the plant, dwelling at some length 
on the aspects of progeny testing 
which was being carried out. He 
answered many questions, particu- 


larly on the subject of poultry 


food supplies and also the pro- 


> 


posed commercial activities of the 
plant. Furthermore, advice had 


just been received that a veterin- 


arian was expected from England 
shortly who would work in the 
field with the poultry instructors. 


In concluding, he thanked the 
gathering for their attendance and 
the keen attention displayed. The 
various presidents in return, spoke 
in appreciation of the field day 
and: expressed a desire that the 
fixture should be made an annual 
event. 


U.K, Compensates “a 
Poultrykeepers | 


The continued spread of ‘Fowl 
Pest” disease in England is caus- 
ing ever-increasing anxiety and 
the’ Government in an endeavour 
to stamp out the disease is com- 
pensating poultry-keepers as an 
inducement to have outbreaks re- 
ported and affected birds. de- 
stroyed. 


It is reported that 2,000 out- 
breaks have occurred necessitat- 
ing the destruction of 150,000 
birds. Compensation amounting 
to £150,000 has already been paid 
out by the English Government, 
therefore it would appear that 
birds are valued at £1 each, rather 
a generous estimate under the cir- 
cumstances; however, it may prove 
a wise move as poultry-keepers 
will not hesitate to report suspect 
outbreaks. 


Holding Hatching Eggs 


Many eggs collected for hatch- 
ing have been ruined before they 
are packed by being allowed to get 
too cold in the poultry building. 
In cold weather many experienc- 
ed breeders make a point of col- 
lecting the eggs four times a day 
and claim the hatchability is 
greatly increased thereby. 


Contrary to generally accepted 
opinion eggs left in a nest all day 
where other hens are laying are 
not spoilt by pre-germination. 


When storing hatching eggs> 
prior to shipment to the hatchery 
do not place them in a cold base- 
ment. A temperature of from 50 
to 60 deg. F. is about right as a 
holding level, and a room slightly 
too hot is still preferable to a too 
low ‘temperature. 


—“Canada Poultryman.” 
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Get up to 6 weeks 
| extra wh production 
_ per Bird . 


| Many birds—IF YOU LET THEM—can fake 
anything from 10 to 12 weeks to get over the 
moult. Egg production, with a minimum of 
interruption, means greater profits to you Mr. 
Poultrykeeper and thus, to meet your needs and 

Ss the constant demand from the consumer public, 
today’s ek should be induced to eut down her holiday to a minimum— 
and get busy again laying the maximum number of eggs procurable. 
British KARSWOOD Poultry Spice (containing ground insects) has , 
proved itself unsurpassed as the ideal way to speed up the moult, encourage 
the growth of new feathers, tone up the bird’s system generally and enable 
her to lay again in rapid time. The following statement from a 
KARSWOOD user of some 20 years standing speaks for itself :— 


“NOTHING BETTER THAN KARSWOOD” 


““Having. been a regular user of Karswood Poultry Spice 
for more than 20 years, I find nothing better than Karswood 
Poultry Spice for filling the egg buckets; not baskets, also 
for getting birds through. the moult whilst still in lay. I 
may say that the larger number of my birds go through their 
moult whilst still laying. The longest tueme for any of my 
bards to go off lay 1s 3 weeks to one month. They are gwen 
Karswood Poultry Spice once every day throughout the year 
on their mash.—F'.W.P.’’ 


E. GRIFFITHS HUGHES LTD. Adelphi, Salford, Manchester, England 
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EALANDI 
GREEN FOOD CUTTERS 


reduce production costs 


A green food cutter is a profitable 
investment . . . helps improve. the. 
health of your flocks . . . saves 
time and energy .. . 


Many Poultry Farmers have written in 
praising the Zealandia cutter .. . names 
of users gladly sent on request. 


Illustrated on left is a 
very efficient _little 
‘ machine which would 
prove an investment 
to the small Poultry 
Farmer. 


Illustrated above is the 3 KNIFE, 

8in ZEALANDIA with or without 

Electric Motor. Suitable for Flocks 
‘of over 1000 birds. | 


Full details, prices and advice on any of your problems on application. 


ANDREWS & BEAVEN LTD. 


Specialists _ in Poultry Roepe Requisites and Grinding Machinery. 


BOX 138 Le CHRISTCHURCH 
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Sth. Is. (N of) Poultry. Pigeon & Canary Assn. | 


48TH ANNUAL MEETING 1947: 


The Forty-eighth Annual Meet- 
ing was held in the United Friend- 


ly Societies’ Hall, Invercargill, on- 


Friday and Saturday, November 


28th and 29th, 1947. 


Mr. W. Cummings, the Presi- 
dent, was in the chair. 


The following delegates repre- 
senting affiliated clubs were pre- 
sent: Messrs. R. J. Mitchell 
(Christchurch Poultry Club), C. 
Bartley (Dunedin Fanciers’ Club), 
D. Double (Invercargill Poultry 
Club), E. Wheeler (North Canter- 
bury Club), V. R. Green (Ashbur- 
ton Fanciers’ Club), C. Dempsey 
(Kaikorai-Waikari Poultry Club), 
J. Friend (Taieri Poultry Club), 
W. Keen (Milton Poultry Club), 
R. Drysdale (Gore Poultry Club), 
L. Soper (Nelson Poultry Associa- 
tion), A. E. Hore (Marlborough 
Poultry Association), H. E. Ball 


€Woolston Poultry Club), M. W.’ 


Hawkins (Leghorn and Minorca 
Club), A. N. McKie (N.Z. Heavy 
Breed Club), G. H. Nicoll (Canter- 
bury Bantam Club), R. H. John- 
stone (Canterbury O.E. Game 
Club), .J. -MeFarlin (N.Z.- O.E. 
Game Club), M. Ronald (Dunedin 
Utility Poultry Club), W. Cum- 
mings (South Island Canary 
Club), R. Pearce (United Pigeon 
Fanciers’ Club), A. Wright 
(Society of Cage Birds), G. Lin- 


‘tott (Canterbury Flying’ Pigeon 


‘Club), D. Holloway (Canter- 
ibury A. and P. Association). 


The chairman welcomed the 
delegates to the Conference, also 
representatives from the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Messrs. F. C. 
Bobby, L. C. Cocker, -C. Goldsmith, 
and J. McGlinchy, Chairman of 
the New Zealand Poultry Board. 


Mr. Bobby thanked the Chair- 
man for being invited to the Con- 
ference and expressed his pleasure 
at being able to attend. Mr. J. 
McGlinchy, Chairman of the New 
Zealand Poultry Board, _ also 
thanked the Association for the 
invitation to attend. Messrs. L. 
C. Cocker and C. Goldsmith, Gov- 
ernment Poultry Instructors, spoke 
on similar lines. 

The minutes of the 1946 Annual 
Conference ‘were read and con- 
firmed. 

Correspondence was. received 
from the following: Mr. T. S. 
Dove (Canterbury Member of the 
N.Z. Poultry Board) wrote thank- 


- ing the Association for the invita- 
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tion to attend the Conference, but 
owing to: a previous engagement 
he regretted being unable to at- 
tend. . 


The Secretary read that portion 
of the report of the North Island 
Poultry Association’s 1947 Con- 
ference held on November 8th, at 
Wanganui, dealing with the stan- 
dards for Utility Black Orpingtons 
and Australorps, when the follow- 
ing motion was carried by -17 votes 
to 8: “That this Conference is of 


Sy * :. 
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The Problems Of 
Winter Feeding 


The life of a _ poultry 
farmer is certainly not. easy 
these days, and the winter 
months only serve to em- 
phasize his problems. 

The shortage of green 
food in winter adds to the 
problem, for green stuff, par- 
ticularly lush silver beet and 
the native “Maori cabbage” 
or Rauraki, -naturally slow 
down in growth during the 
cold wet months and both 
these greens are of special 
value as they contain valu- 
able minerals and vitamins. 
The need to give the hens a 
course of Laymor Tonic re- 
gularly is of even greater 
importance at that time, and 
it should be added to the 
Standard Mash in the pro- 
portion of 3lb. Laymor Tonic 
to every 100lb. mash, thus 
ensuring that each bird gets 
its full supply of vitamins, 
minerals and the valuable 
tonic properties which Lay- 
mor contains. 
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considered opinion that the Austra- 
lorp and Orpington are two differ- 
That they must be 
judged by two different standards 
and that Blue Australorps be also 


“included.” - 


The New Zealand Bantam and 
Breeders’ Association application 
for affiliation, referred to the 


Conference by the Council, was 
read by the Secretary and the let- 
ter was held over for General 
Business. 


The Secretary, B. Pearce, read 
a letter from himself, in which he 


tabled. his- resignation as‘ Secretary 


and Treasurer, which matter was: - 


also held over until later in the 
meeting. 


The Annual Report and Balance? 
Sheet was read by the Secretary. 


In submitting the Forty-eighth. 
Annual Report and Balance Sheet 
for the year‘ending October 3i1st, 
1947, your Council is able to re- 
cord a very satisfactory year. 
Twenty-five societies are affiliated 


‘to the Association: 13 of that 


number held public shows. Re- 
ports from the 12 clubs which held 
winter shows were very encour- 
aging, entries being up in most 


of them, and support given was 


above the average. 


The Gore Club held its first 
show since the war started, and 
the fixture was a great success. 
Also the new club affiliated last 
Conference, namely Milton Utility 
Poultry and Fanciers’ Club, held 
its first exhibition at the end of 
May, the results being more than 
expected and promises well for 
their 1948 shows. The only pub- 
lic summer show held was one by 
the Woolston Poultry Club at the 
end of March, in the Christchurch 
Poultry Club’s show building, and 


some exceptional young birds were ° 


staged. 


South Island Championships to 
the total of 95 were allotted to 
the 1947 shows and in 19 no en- 
tries were received. This lack 
of supported was divided between 
the show sections as follows: 
Standard Poultry 6, Utility Poul- 
try .*.3;-: Ducks Bantams 1, 
Pigeons 4, Canaries 2, Cage Birds 
2; total, 19. Champion certificates 
were awarded in all 77 for which 
entries were received, and in 24 
full quorums were benched, which 
entiled the winner to £1/1/- prize 
money in addition to the certi- 
ficate.. The demand for the New 
Zealand Championships at the 
Nelson Conference last November 
was a record, as all the 85 offered 
Were purchased by clubs, the 
previous largest number purchased 
being 69. 


These championships are -a 
valuable asset both to clubs and 
the association, and a_ request 
from the North Island Poultry As- 
sociation to be allotted New Zea- 
land championships for their 


‘Shows, which will come before the 


Conference in Invercargill, will re- 
quire careful consideration. 


All varieties of breeds in Poul- 
try, Pigeons and Cage Birds are 
allotted New Zealand ‘champion- 
ships, the cost of each certificate 
to clubs being 10/-. 


At the 1943 Conference the fol- 
lowing was carried: ‘New Zea- 
land Championships to be drawn 
by ballot, and as each champion- 
ship is drawn, if more than one 
club applies for it, such champion- 
ships to be decided by ballot be- 
tween them.’ Clubs are advised 
to give their delegates power to 
participate in further ballots for 
championships if they are unsuc- 
cessful in their first ballot. 


The Victory Shield was compet- 


ed for at the Ashburton Fanciers’ 


show and was won by Mr. G. H. 
Nicoll, who scored 8 points in the 
Utility Black Orpington Cockerel 
class. 


Show Standards: The commit- 
tee appointed in Nelson at the 
1946 Conference to draw up a 
Standard for Old English Game 
Fowls and Old English Game Ban- 
tams, had several meetings -and 
finally compiled a Standard, 
which was in use during the past 
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show season. The Standard com- 

‘piled is a credit to the members 
of that committee, and: the thanks 
of. the Association is due to them 
for their work, especially to Mr. 
C. Stone, of Nelson, who travelled 
to Christchur ch for the final meet- 
ing. The first issue of the Stan- 
dard was nearly all sold by the 
first week in June, therefore your 
Council ordered a second issue of 
100 copies, which appear in your 
balance sheet as an asset. 


Obituary:' With sincere regret 
your Council records the death in 
May, of Mr. J. D. Gobbe, after a 
short illness. Mr. Gobbe was 
known to most fanciers and -clubs 
througheut both Islands, both as 
an exhibitor and judge... Mr. 
Gobbe was a past president of the 
Association and sat as a council- 
lor for a long run of years. To 
his wife and family your council 
extends its sympathy on _ behalf 
of the Association. 


Utility Poultry Standard: jee 
meetings of the revision commit- 
tee appointed to draw up a Utility 
Poultry Standard will have been 


held before the Invercargill Con+ — 


ference, and a review of the work 
done will be submitted to your 
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delegates, Messrs. Cummings, 
Bartley and Mitchell at the Con- 
ference. Mr. R. J. Mitchell was 
appointed to the committee in 
place of the late Mr. J. D. Gobbe. 


The question of a separate stan- 
dard for Utility Black Orpingtons 
and Australorps has been held 
over until after our Conference. 


The Association at the Nelson 


meeting passed. a strong resolu- 


tion that we request a standard 
for both. The question has been 
mentioned that there be.only one 
standard for both. Your Council 
draws the attention of all clubs to 
this question with the earnest re- 
quest that they instruct their dele- 
gates how to vote when it comes 
before the meeting in Invercar- 
gill. Another important point re- 
garding the Utility Standard is 
the cost of producing the standard. 
At the Nelson meeting, when we 
were invited by the Department 
of Agriculture to appoint three 
delegates in the revision commit- 
tee, we were informed that the 
cost would be nil. Since the com- - 
mittee has met, the joint dele- 
gates have agreed that some por- 
tion of the expense should be met 
by all who are to benefit by the 
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-standrd. The South Island Poul- 
try Association share has been 
suggested at £40, but our delegates 
on the committee could not com- 
mit themselves to that .amount, 
and it has been referred to the 
conference for consideration by 
~ your Council. Your Council sug- 
gests that if the £40 is agreed to, 
some levy should be made on clubs 
towards the cost. This is & ques- 
tion for the Conference to decide. 


New Affiliation: Your Council 


recently received) an application. 


for affiliation to the Association 
by a new club called the New 
Zealand Bantam and Breeders’ 
Association. A full list. of its of- 
ficers was tabled with the applica- 
tion. As the season’s shows were 
over, the Council decided to refer 
the application to the Annual 
- Meeting in Invercargill. - 


Balance Sheet: The annual ac- 
count made up to October 31st, 
1947, shows receipts to be £258 
9/11 and the payments £94/14/11, 
which leaves a credit balance of 
£163/15/-. This year the General 
Account profits by the receipts 
from New Zealand championships, 
and stands at £81, against £58/8/5 
last year. The Sinking Fund to 
provide the cost of new champion 
certificates, -is £82/15/-, 
ing the coming year a new issue of 


the South Island certificates will 


require to be printed, the cost of 
such to be met by this fund. The 


liabilities are nil and the assets 


£314/15/-. 


-The postal ballot to elect. the 
1948 Executive had resulted in the 
following selection :— - 


Patron: Hon. E. Cullen, Minister 
of Agriculture. 


President: Mr. R. J. Mitchell. 


Vice - Presidents: Messrs. /- M. 
Ronald (Dunedin), D. Double (In- 
vercargill), S. P. Taylor (Ashbur- 
ton), E. Wheeler (North Canter- 
bury), J. Meikle (Oamaru), E. W. 
Gilder. (Gore), T. Marshall, 
‘(Nelson), 


‘Dempsey (Kaikorai), B. Mc- 
Kenzie (Wellington), oe Keen 
(Milton). 


Councillors: C. L. Burt (Stand- 
ard Poultry), A. N. McKie (Utility 
Poultry), H. A. Pearson (Ban- 
tams), 


A. Gallop (Fancy Pigeons), F. 
Kingsford (Working Homer 
Pigeons), G. Lintott (Canaries), 


‘J. W. Cottier (Budgerigars), E. A. 
_ Wright (Cage Birds other than 
' Canaries or Budgerigars). 


N. Z. 


and dur-. 


A=S= -Waldie:-(Taieri),. 
~ R. S. Wadsworth (Blenheim), Ce: 


F, Ashworth. (Ducks), C.. 
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The Chairman declared the 
Conference open for General Busi- 
ness and the Secretary. drew the 
attention of delegates to the fact 
that the Association had no con- 
trol other Judges to judge cham- 
pionships, and he moved that the 


following words be placed over the. 


new Judges’ List to be compiled 
before the 1948 show season: ‘To 
qualify to judge a championship at 
South Island shows, a Judge’s 
name must appear on the approv- 
ed List of Judges issued by the 
Assocation.” The suggestion was 
agreed to by. the Conference. 

The application from the newly 
formed Bantam and Breeders’ As- 
sociation for affiliation was grant- 
ed. 


‘Mr. C. Bartley (Dunedin Fan- 


ciers’ Club) stated that this year 


was the centennial year of Otago, 
and his club was making 2iforts to 
stage a show suitable to the occa- 
sion, and he applied for nine South 
Island Championship Certificates, 
one for each section of the show, 
as Centennial Championships. The 
Conference granted the request. 


Mr. W. Cummings, one of the 


Association’s. delegates on the 
Utility Poultry Standard Revision 
Committee, advised. the Conference 
that he desired to retire from the 
position as, seeing the majority of 
clubs had voted against him for 
President, they appeared to have 
no confidence in him as one of the 
Committee. ~A number of dele- 
gates spoke in favour of Mr. Cum- 
mings withdrawing his resignation, 
and the following motion was 
moved: ‘That the Conference has 
every confidence in their delegates 
on the Utility Standard Revision 
Committee.” The motion was car- 
ried unanimously and Mr. Cum- 
mings withdrew his resignation 


‘and will see the work chroupe to 


a finish. 


Mr. G. H. Nicoll, of MehBubton: : 


was empowered to provide’ a Plate 
for Utility Orpingtons for the 
Council to forward with. its dele- 
gates to the next meeting of the 
Revision Committee of the Utility 
Standard, and the Council was left 
to select a Plate for Australorps. 

It was decided that the Govern- 
ment Poultry Instructor for Can- 
terbury be appointed a represen- 
tative of the Department of Agri- 


culture on the Council of the | 


Association. 

The resignation of the Secretary 
and Treasurer (R. Pearce), after 
holding office for 25 years, was 
accepted with regret, and the Con- 
ference expressed its sincere ap- 
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preciation of his services while in 
office. 


A vote of thanks was passed to 
the retiring officers, Messrs. W.: 
Cummings (late President), G. 
King (Bantam Councillor), J. Jef- 
freys (Budgerigar Councillor) and | 
E. McCreanor (Cage Bird Coun- 
cillor). The retiring Secretary of- 


fered to prepare the Conference 


Report for the new Executive, and 
he was empowered to take charge 
of the Association’s books until he’ 
had prepared a list of the Associa- 
tion’s property to pass over to the 
new Executive. ~ 


The Conference closed at 5.30 
p.m. on the Saturday afternoon, 
and the President moved a vote 
of thanks to the Invercargill Club 
for so ably entertaining the dele- 
gates to the Conference. 


REMITS PASSED 


“That the Association revise the 
Judges’ List before the 1948 show 
season.” 


“That no novice exhibitor be 
allowed to judge at shows.” 


‘Tt was decided to hold the 1948 
Conference in Dunedin.” 

“That no part of a Budgerigar 
perch be painted.” 


“That ‘all’ Specialists’ Clubs af- 
filiated to the Association shall 
pay an annual subscription of 10/6, 
which shall entitle it to vote on all 
matters except show dates at all 
meetings of the Association, etc.” 


“That each club appoint a junior 
member to act in conjunction with 
judges at their shows, to receive 
instructions from him on judginz 
points, and to judge a class under 
the judge’s supervision.’ 


This remit was passed as a re- 
commendation from the Associa-. 
tion that clubs appoint Assistant 
Judges at their shows. 


“That Championships bs s0n- 
fined to one breed only in all 
classes of Ducks.” ; 

“That the drawing of champion- 
ships at the Conference be done 
by marbles instead of by tickets 
as in the past.” 


“That Clubs holding their 350th 
Golden Jubilee Shows, be granted 
three New Zealand Championships 
of their own choice at the usual 
fee.” 


Victory Challenge Winner, 1947 
—G. H. Nicoll (at Ashburton). 


Show dates for 1948 shows were 
allotted as follows:—Christchurch. 
Poultry Club—Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday, June 3rd, 4th and 
5th. 


Dunedin Fanciers’ Club—Mon- 


day, Tuesday and Wednesday, 


June 7, 8 and 9. 

Invercargill Poultry Club— 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 
June 24, 25 and 26. 


North Canterbury Poultry Club 


—Friday and Saturday, July 2 
and 3. 
Ashburton Fanciers’ Club—Fri- 
day and Saturday, June 18 and 19. 
* Oamaru Poultry Club—Friday 
and Saturday, July 9 and 10. 
Taieri Poultry Club—Friday and 
Saturday, June 18 and 19. | 
Gore Poultry Club—Friday and 
Saturday, July 9 and 10. 
- Milton Utility Poultry and 
Fanciers’ Club—Friday and Sat- 
urday, May 28 and 29. 


—~ Nelson Poultry Association— 


Friday and Saturday, June 25 and 
26. 


Matlborough Poultry Associa- 
tion—Friday and Saturday, July 
9 and 10. ; 

Kaikorai-Waikari Club—Friday 
and Saturday, May 21 and 22. 

It was decided to grant two 
South Island Championships and 
two New Zealand Championships 
to Border Canaries, one each for 
Yellow and Buff. 

The Budgerigar Championships 
were altered to read Opaline 
Green Series, Opaline Blue Series. 

The following is the list of South 
Island Poultry, Pigeon and Cage 
Bird Championships drawn by 
clubs for their 1948 shows :— 

Note.—Unless otherwise men- 


tioned, all Norwich Canaries are 
Plain Head. 
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Christchurch Poultry Club 


Silkie Fowl, Standard Classes; 
Buff or €innamon Orpington, 
Standard Class; Utility White 
Wyandotte; Utility Barred Ply- 
mouth Rock; Old English Game 
Bantam, Spangle Male; Any other 
Variety Fancy Pigeon; Homer 
Hen, Flown 275 miles or over; 
Yorkshire Yellow Canary; Flight- 
ed Class, C.T.V.; Norwich Canary, 
Cinnamon or. Green, _ Flighted 
Class; Cinnamon Budgerigar, Open 
Class; Opaline Budgerigar, Blue 
Series, Open Class. 


Dunedin Fanciers’ Club 


Black Leghorn, Standard Class; 
Silver Wyandotte, Standard Class; 
Utility White Plymouth Rock; 
Utility Sussex; Black Pekin Ban- 
tam; Nun Pigeon; Homer, Most 
Likely Flier, Old or Young Bird; 
Yorkshire Canary, Cinnamon or 
Green, Flighted Class; Roller Can- 
ary, Open Class; Yellow Budge- 
rigar, Open Class; Blue, Cobalt or 
Mauve Budgerigar, Open Class. 


Invercargill Poultry Club 

English White Leghorn, Stand- 
ard Class; Rhode Island Red, 
Standard Class; Any Other Vari- 
ety, Standard Poultry; Utility 
Ancona; Utility Any Other Vari- 
ety Poultry; Old English Game 
Bantam, Partridge or Wheaten 
Female; Old English Game Ban- 
tam, Spangle Female; -Baldhead 
Tumbler Pigeon, C.L.; White Fan- 
tail Pigeon; Yellow Border Can- 
ary, Open Class; Foreign Bird, 
Soft Bill. 
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North Canterbury Poultry Olub 
- Langshan, Standard Class; 
White Plymouth Rock, Standard 
Class; Old English Game Ban- 
tam, Any Other Colour; 
Rhode Island Red; Wyandotte 
Bantam; Frill Pigeon; Norwich 
Yellow Canary, Unflighted Class, 
C.T-V;;-:-Pink-~Eye- Budgerigar, 
Open Class. 


Ashburton Fanciers’ Club 

Ancona, Standard Class; Utility 
Black Leghorn; Utility Pekin, 
Drake or Duck; Old English Game 
Bantam, Duckwing Female; Buff 
Border Canary, Open Class; Tum- 
bler. Pigeon, Self Other than 
Black, C.L.; Green or Olive Budge- 
rigar, Open Class; Greywing 
BuOgeHger, ANY: Suffusion, Open 

ass 


Oamaru Poultry Club 

Barred Plymouth Rock, Stand- 
ard Class; Utility Black Orping- 
ton; Pekin Bantam, Other Than 
Black; Black Tumbler Pigeon, 
C.L., L.F.; Pouter or Pigmy Pou- 
ter Pigeon; Buff Norwich Canary, 
Flighted Class, C.T.V.; Buff York- 
shire Canary, Flighted Class, 
C.T.V.; Budgerigar, Any Colour, 
Closed Ring, Current Season. 


Kaikorai-Waikari Poultry Club 
Black Orpington, Standard 
Class; Utility Minorca; Utility 
Langshan; Old English Game Ban- 
tam, Black, Red or Light Red, 
Male; Best Coloured Homer in 
Norwich Yellow 
Canary, Flighted Class, C.T.V.; 
Yellow Budgerigar, Any Suffusion, 
Open Class; Any Other Colour 
Budgerigar, Open Class. 


Taieri Poultry Club 
Minorca, Standard Class; Util- 
ity White Leghorn; Utility Brown 
Leghorn; Black Rosecomb Ban- 
tam; Cropper Pigeon; Yorkshire 
Yellow Canary, Unflighted Class, 
C.T.V.; British Bird, Hard Bill. 


Milton Poultry Club 

Any Variety, Drake or Duck, 
Standard -Class; Utility Silver 
Wyandotte; Utility Khaki Camp- 
bell, Drake or Duck; Any Other 
Variety Bantam; Fantail Pigeon, 
Other Than White; Yorkshire 
Canary, Any Other Colour, Flight- 
ed or Unflighted Classes; Foreign 
Bird, Hard Bill. 


Gore Poultry Club 
Old English Game; White Wy- 
andotte, Standard Class; Old Eng- 


lish Game Bantam, Duckwing, 
male; 


Jacobin Pigeon; Homer 
Cock, Ringed 1947, Flown Class; 
Tumbler Pigeon, Any Other Col- 


.our; Buff Norwich Canary, Un- 
—flighted Class, 


C.T.V.;  Opaline 


Utility - 
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Budgerigar, Green Series, 


Class. 


Nelson Poultry Association 

Sussex, Standard Class; Utility 
Buff or Cinnamon Orpington; 
Modern Game Bantam; Modena 
Pigeon; Homer Cock, Flown 275 
Miles or Over; Norwich Canary, 
Any Other Colour, Flighted or Un- 
flighted Classes; Whitewing Bud- 
gerigar, Any Suffusion, Open 
Class. 


Marlborough Poultry Association 

Brown Leghorn, Standard Class; 
Hamburg, Standard Class: Utility 
Australorp; Utility Indian Run- 
ner, Drake or Duck; Homer Hen, 
Ringed 1947, Flown Class; Buff 
Yorkshire . Canary, Unflighted 
Class, C.T.V.; Mule Canary; Brit- 
ish Bird, Soft Bill. 


Victory Shield Competition, 1948 
Milton Poultry Club. 
New Zealand Poultry Board 
Trophy. 
Best Utility White Leghorn. 
Gore Poultry Club. 

Junior Bantam Championships, 
Certificates only. Best Light Breed 
Male, Ashburton. . Best Light 
Breed Female, North Canterbury. 
Best Heavy Breed Male, Christ- 
church. Best Heavy Breed Fe- 
male, Christchurch. 


New Zealand Championships 
Applications for New Zealand 
~Championships exceed the demand 
of last year at Nelson. All cham- 
pionships, to the number of 98, 
were purchased, the average bal- 
lot for most of them being be- 
tween 10 to 12 clubs. 

Before the ballot the North Can- 
terbury Club, taking the opportun- 
ity offered by remit 24, passed at 
the Conference, claimed the Utility 
White Leghorn, Black Rosecomb 
Bantam and Norwich Buff Can- 
ary, Unflighted Class, C.T. or V. 

The following was the result of 
the ballot from applications for 
New Zealand Championships. 

Note.—All~ Norwich Canary 
Championships are Plain Head un- 
less otherwise mentioned. 


Christchurch Poultry Club . 

Plymouth Rock, Standard Class; 
Brown Leghorn, Standard Class; 
Langshan, Standard Class; Utility 
Langshan; Utility Plymouth Rock; 
Utility Black Leghorn; Utility 
Indian Runner, Drake or Duck; 
Nun or Jacobin Pigeon; Pouter or 
Cropper Pigeon; Frill Pigeon; Buff 
Yorkshire Canary, Unflighted 
Class, C.T.V.; Any Other Colour 
Norwich Canary, Flighted or Un- 
flighted Classes; Yellow Wing 


Open 


_ Pigeon, 


Budgerigar, Any Suffusion, Open 
Class. 


Dunedin Fanciers’ Club 

Sussex, Standard Class; English 
White Leghorn, Standard Class; 
Flying Homer Hen, Flown 275 
Miles or Over; Self Tumbler 
Other Than Black, 
C.L.L.F.; Flying Homer Hen, Ring- 
ed 1947, Flown Classes; Baldhead 
Tumbler Pigeon, C.L.; Coloured 
Homer in Colour Classes, Old 
Bird; Buff Border Canary, Open 
Class; Buff Yorkshire Canary, 
Flighted Class, C.T.V.; Opaline 
Budgerigar, Green Series, Open 
Class; Any Other Colour Budge- 
rigar, Onen Class; Yellow Budge- 
rigar, Open Class; Foreign Bird, 
Soft Bill. 


Invercargill Poultry Club 
Minorea, Standard Class; Util- 
ity Brown Leghorn; Black Tumb- 
ler, C.L.L.F.; Cinnamon. or Green 
Norwich Canary, Unflighted Class; 
Roller Canary; Cinnamon or Green 
Norwich Canary, Flighted Class. 


North Canterbury Poultry Club 
Hamburg, Standard Class; 
Drake or Duck, Any Variety, 
Standard Class; Utility Sussex; 
Utility Minorca; Utility Pekin, 
Drake or Duck; Utility White Leg- 
horn; Black Rosecomb Bantam; 
Old English Game Bantam;- Fan- 
tail Pigeon; Yellow Border Can- 
ary; Mule Canary; Norwich Buff 
Canary, Unflighted Class, C.T.V.; 
Blue, Cobalt or Mauve Budgerigar, 
Open Class; Budgerigar, Any Col- 
our, Close Ring, Current Year. 
Ashburton Fanciers’ Club 
Ancona, Standard Class; Mod- 


ern Game Bantam; Pekin Bantam, 
Other than Black; Buff Norwich 
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Canary, Unflighted Class, C.T.V.; 
Cinnamon Budgerigar, Open Class. 


- Kaikorai-Walkari Poultry Ciub 


Black Orpington, Standard 
Class; Utility Australorp; Utility 
Wyandotte; Black Pekin Bantam; 
Yellow Yorkshire Canary, Flighted 
Class, C.T.V.; Yorkshire Canary, 
Any Other Colour, Flighted or 
Unflighted Classes, C.T.V.; Yellow 
Yorkshire Canary, Unflighted 
Glass;=C-T.V. 


Taieri Poultry Club 

Wyandotte, Standard Class; 
Utility Black Orpington; Utility 
Buff or Cinnamon Orpington; Any 
Other Variety Bantam; Flying 
Homer, Cock, Flown 275 Miles or 
Over; Yellow Norwich Canary, 
Flighted Class, C.T.V.; British 
‘Bird, Hard-Bill. 


Milton Poultr~’ Club 
Dragoon Pigeon; Cinnamon or 
Green Yorkshire Canary, Unflight- 
ed Class; British Bird, Soft Bill; 
Pink Eye Budgerigar, Open Class. . 


Gore Poultry, Club 

Silkie Fowl, Standard Class; 
Rhode Island Red, Standard Class; 
Utility Khaki Campbell, Drake or 
Duck; Coloured Homer in Colour 
Classes, Ringed 1947; Yellow Nor- 
wich Canary, Unflighted Class, 
C.T.V.; Cinnamon or Green York- 
shire Canary, F lighted Class; Opa- 
line Budgerigar, Blue Series, Open 
Class; Green or Olive Budgerigar, 
Open Class; Greywing Budgerigar, 
Any Suffusion, Open Class. 

Nelson Poultry Association 

Old English Game; Utility An- 
cona; Wyandotte Bantam; Flying 
Homer, Cock, Ringed 1947, Flown 
Classes; Modena Pigeon, White- 
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wing Budgerigar, Any Suffusion, 
Open Class. 


Marlborcugh Poultry Association 

Black Leghorn, Standard Class: 
Buff or Cinnamon Orpington, 
Standard Class; Utility Rhode 
Island Red; Tumbler Pigeon Other 


- Than a Self Colour or Baldhead; 


Magpie Pigeon. 


LIST OF SECRETARIES 


The following is a list of Affili- 
ated Clubs’ Secretaries and ad- 


‘dresses :— 


Christchurch Poultry Club: Hi: 
B-Ball -P.0:=-Box 159; Christ- 
church. 

Dunedin Fanciers’ Club: W. G. 
Wall, 48 Douglas Street, St. Kilda, 


‘Dunedin. 


Invercargill Poultry Club: J. E. 
Clent, 118 Isabella Street, Inver- 
cargill. 

: Ashburton Fanciers’ Club: O. 
Spicer, 158 Willis Street, Ash- 
burton. 

North Canterbury Poultry Club: 
H: FE: . Ball, 14° Tabar Street, 
Opawa, Christchurch. 

Oamaru Poutry Club: J. Meikle, 
71 Aln Street, Oamaru. 
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Taieri Poultry Club: W. R. Cun- 
ningham, 196 Gordon Road, Mos- 
giel. - 

‘Gore Poultry Club: J. Law, 24 
Trafford Street, Gore. 

Kaikorai-Waikari. Poultry Club: 
M. Shepherd, 16 Jellicoe Street, 
Roslyn, Dunedin. 

Milton Poultry and Fanciers’ 
Club: A. W. Paul, Eden Street, 
Milton. 

Nelson Poultry Association: F. 
E. Lehndorf, Rui Street, Tahuna- 
nui, Nelson. 


Marlborough Poultry Associa- 
tion: B. E. Patchett, 6 Keus Street, 
Blenheim, 

Canterbury Old English Game 
Fowl Club: F. Williams, 11 Lyt- 
ton Street, Christchurch. 

New Zealand Old English Game 
Fowl Club: R. G. Frew, 43 Somer- 
field Street, Christchurch. 

New Zealand Heavy Breed Club: 
A. N. McKie, 72 Barbour Street, 
Christchurch. 

Leghorn and Minorca -Club: C. 
Sanderson, 77 Wrights’ Road, 
Christchurch. 

United Pigeon Fanciers’ Club: 
C. A. Gallop, 10 Antrim Street, 
Christchurch. 

Canterbury Bantam Club:-.H. A. 
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Pearson, 34 
Christchurch. 

New Zealand Bantam and 
Breeders’ Association: A. C. Lee, 
34 Bishopsworth Street, -Opawa, 
Christchurch. 

Canterburv Flying Pigeon Club: 
F. L. Brownie, 265 Pages Road, 
Christchurch. 

‘South Island Canary Club: F. 
S. Campbell, 31 Allen Street, © 
Christchurch. 

Society of Cage Birds: A. Mc- 
Kenzie, 62 Elizabeth Street, Ric- 
carton, Christchurch. 

Woolston Poultry Club: N. G. 
Harrington, 71 Somerfield Street, 
Christchurch. 

Canterbury A. and P. Associa- 
tion: M. E. Lyons, P:O. ms 296, 
Christchurch. 

Blenheim Flying Pigeon ‘Club: 
W. Longman, Dillon Point Road, 
Blenheim. 

Dunedin Utility Poultry Club: J; 
McConnachie, Opoho Road, The 
Gardens, Dunedin. 

North Island Poultry, Pigeon, 
and Canary Association: D. Wil- 
son, 804 Ellison Road, Hastings. 

South Island Poultry Associa- 
tion: President’s Address: R. J. 
Mitchell, 163 Tancred Street, Lin- 
wood, Christchurch. 
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Raising Ducks as Layers and Table Birds 


By F. C. BOBBY, Superintendent 


of Poultry Husbandry, Wellington 


“A general summary of 
practical duck raising is to 
be.the subject of articles in 
the “Journal” over the next 
few months, but not with the 
intention of encouraging any 
increase in the duck flocks of 
New Zealand. This is not be- 
cause of the present shortage 
of poultry foods, but because 
the consumption rate of duck 


eges in New Zealand is limit- 


ed, even in times of acute egg 
shortages, as at present, and 
any sudden and appreciable 
expansion in flocks of ducks 
would result in marketing dif- 
ficulties during the Ege 
“flush” season in the spring 
and early summer. 


Prices returned for duck eggs 


tend to: be slightly lower than 
those for hen eggs, and any rapid 
Increase in Supplies would prob- 
‘ably result in even lower returns 
to duck farmers. This does not 
mean that there is no place for 
duck egg production in the eco- 
homy of the poultry industry, but 
rather that care must be taken 
not to increase duck flocks until 
the consumption rate of duck eggs 
‘increases. Thus any appreciable 
expansion in duck raising at pre- 
sent might easily lead to an ad- 
verse reaction upon established 


duck farmers with flocks on a= 


commercial scale. 


The following ficures show the 


numbers of ducks and poultry in 
New Zealand in 1945:— 


Poultry Ducks 
North Island 2,516,305 252,790 
South Island 1,554,368 67,128 
Dominion totals 4,070,673 319,918 

These figures refer to both 


sexes. The greater proportion of 
ducks is in the North Island, and 
the greatest concentration of these 


flocks is around Auckland, where - 


there are large commercial farms. 


The limited demand for duck 
eggs is caused largely by_ public 
prejudice against them, which is 
not confined to New Zealand, but 
was evident in Great Britain be- 
fore the war. It is unfortunate 


that duck eggs cannot be pre- 
served by the housewife as satis- 
factorily as hen eggs, and that up 
to the present duck egg pulp. has 
not been readily accepted by pas- 
try cooks and others using egg 


pulp for manufacturing. There 
seems little reason for the pre- 
judice against duck égg pulp, and 
in the future it may largely dis- 
appear. 


Public alarm after an occasional 
reported case of illness after eat- 
ing duck eggs has not assisted the 
position, though. there is no dan- 
ger in eating duck eggs which 
have been properly cooked, whe- 
ther by boiling, frying, or poach- 
ing, or when included in any food 
mixture which is subsequently 
cooked in the ordinary way. 
Trouble has been experienced only 
in a very limited number of cases, 
and then only when duck eggs 
have been eaten in a raw or semi- 
raw state, as in the case of Span- 


‘ish cream made with duck eggs. 


The trouble which has occurred 
should therefore be understood 
and kept strictly in perspective 
since any possible recurrence can 
be avoided so easily 


DUCK RAISING 
Ducks, like poultry, are raised 


either for egg production or-table ~ 


duck production. The rearing and 
management of ducks for ~*both 


purposes are similar in a number 2 


of respects. 


The best results 
ducks are generally 
where the birds have ‘ample 
ground, and particularly where 
free range is possible. Ducks -can- 
not therefore be generally recom- 
mended for small poultry keepers 
with  strictly-limited areas of 
ground, though ducks raised for 
table purposes require to be kept 
on smaller areas during the fat- 
tening period. 


with laying 


A creek or running water is not > 


essential for laying ducks, but is 
of some advantage for breeding 
ducks, though it is still not essen- 
tial. Ducks do well running over 
grass paddocks or in an orchard, 
but a well-drained soil should be 


selected where possible. Ducks 
~should not. be run in _ confined 
spaces on heavy -soils. Though 


laying ducks on free range and 


with access to a creek may pick 
up some food of value, the feed- 


obtained - 
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ing of adequate quantities of 
mash and grain is essential if 
high egg production is to be ob- 
tained and maintained. 


The capital outlay for the estab- 
lishment of a duck farm on a 


commercial scale is appreciably 


lower than for a poultry farm of 
equal size. 


/ 


BREEDS OF DUCKS 


Breeds of ducks most commonly 
met with in New Zealand are 
Khaki Campbell, Fawn and White 
Runner, Pekin, . and Muscovy. 
Those requiring greater details of 
breeds than are given here may 
refer to the New Zealand Utility 
Poultry Standards or accepted 
standard text-books on the sub- 
ject. 


Khaki Campbell. This by far 
the most popular egg-producing 
breed, and as the quality and flav-_ 
our of the flesh are good, surplus 
drakes and culls may be used for 
table purposes. The Khaki Camp- 
bell has been developed as a high- 


producing laying duck, and flock 


averages of 200 or more eggs per 
bird per annum are not uncom- 
mon where a good strain of this 
breed is kept and management is 


The Pekin davis is primarily a 
table bird, but will Iay well. 


.Campbell. 
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Muscovy ducks are a dual- “purpose. breed, the ducks laying well and the 


drakes being use 


efficient. Ducks of this breed lay 
a white egg. The general colour 
of the duck is khaki, and the 
drake is bronze or bronze-green in 
the head, neck, and stern. The 
minimum weights laid down for 
this breed in the New Zealand 
Utility Poultry Standards are:— 


Ducks under 12 months .... 5lb. 
Ducks over 12. months ..... 6lb. 
Drakes under 12 months  6lb. 
Drakes over 12 months ..... 1b. 


These may see high weights for 
heavy laying strains, but recent 
experience under the New Zealand 
Poultry Flock Improvement Plan 
indicates that they are easily at- 
tained among _ flocks of good Khaki 
Campbells. 


Fawn and White Runner. The 
Runner breed of ducks are essen- 
tially egg-producers, being of a 
much lighter build than Khaki 
Campbells. Runner ducks are not 
suitable as table birds, and accord- 
ingly have not the same general 
utility value. Runner ducks are 
excellent layers and until the de- 
velopment of the Khaki Campbell 
were unrivalled in this respect. 
Today Runners in any variety are 
not as popular as the -Khaki 
‘They lay a green or 
greenish-white egg. The minimum 


extensiv ely for table purposes. 


standard weights for the breed 

are as follows:— 

_ Ducks under 12 months .... 3lb 
Ducks over 12 months .... 4lb 
Drakes under 12 months .... 34lb 
Drakes over 12 months .... 5lb 


Pekin. The Pekin, primarily a 
table duck, matures quickly and 


carries a good quantity and qual-— 


ity of breast meat. It will, how- 
ever, lay well, particularly in 
strains which have been developed 
for egg production, but it cannot 
be compared with the Khaki 
Campbell for egg production. The 
plumage of both sexes is cream 
and the bill yellow. Good drakes 
attain. 8lb. or over and ducks a 
pound less. 


Muscovy. This breed may well 
be termed a dual-purpose breed, 
as Muscovy ducks lay moderately 


well and drakes are used exten- 


sively in this country for table 
purposes. Unlike other domesti- 
cated ducks, birds of the Muscovy 
breed are able to fly easily. The 
drake is considerably larger than 
the duck, there being a greater 
difference in this respect than in 
other breeds of ducks. There are 
two varieties of this breed, the 
coloured and the white. 
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HOUSING DUCKS 


The amount of protection af- 
forded to laying ducks depends to 
a large extent on the part of New 
Zealand in which they are kept. 
It is not uncommon in northern 
districts for no housing at all to 
be provided for flocks of laying 
ducks, which are retained in a 


' closed grass pen at night and sit 


about in the grass all night dur- 
ing both summer and winter. In 
districts where hard frosts and 
snow may be expected it is pre- 
ferable to give ducks protection 


at night during the winter in a. 


simple, open-fronted, lean-to type 
of house. Irrespective of district 


‘and whether special housing is 


supplied, it is essential to provide 
ducks with some form of wind- 
breaks which will afford them 


_adequate protection against ground 


wind. These do not need to be 
elaborate, but should give effective 
protection against the prevailing 
wind. In addition, it is desirable 
to afford ducks some shade and 
not expose them continuously to 
hot midday summer = sun. 
natural shelter is not available, 
some simple combination of wind 
aud sun shelter is highly desir- 
able. : 


In addition to housing for adult 
birds, a-simple type of brooder 
house is necessary, which will vary 
according to the system of rear- 
ing employed. As the brooding 
period for ducks is considerably 
shorter than that for chickens, the 
capacity of brooder house and 
brooder equipment necessary is 


less than that required in chicken - 


raising. No special housing is re- 
quired during the growing stages, 
but on a commercial duck farm 
provision has to be made for an 


Incubator room, food store, and 


egg room.. 


BREEDING AND REARING 


The selection of breeding ducks 


from first-year stock is common, 
particularly if the owner wishes 
the eggs to hatch early in the sea- 
son. Early hatching has advan- 
tages when ducks are being raised 
for table birds, but there is much 
to be Said for retaining successful 
breeders for several seasons, and 
in general ducks have a longer 
breeding life than the average for 
poultry. In normal times overseas 
some flocks of first-year ducks are 
trap nested and the _ breeding 
stock selected from these birds, 
judged on their first-year egg pro- 
duction. 
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Birds having wide, long, and 
deep bodies are desirable as breed- 
ing ducks for egg production. 
Coarse-headed birds, male or fe- 
male, should not be ‘used, as 
heavily-producing ducks invariably 
haye fine heads, and when in lay 
have well-developed, deep bodies. 
Every endeavour should be made 


_to select only ducks and drakes 


which. weigh not less than the 
minima stipulated under the New 
Zealand Poultry Flock Improve- 
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How Long Should 
The Moult Last? 


At most the moult should 
last for from 4 to 6 weeks, 
and if this period is prolong- 
ed and the birds do not 
quickly recover clean bril- 
liant. plumage with bright- 
ness of eye and scarlet comb,- 
then the poultry farmer 
should look for the cause in 
the general health and con- 
dition of the birds and that 
in turn reflects on the 
FEEDING. 

The problem of QUAL- 
ITY in the feed today is a 
colossal one for every poul- 
try farmer. It is acknow- 
ledged that the Standard 
Mash is inadequate. The in- 
creased price for eggs to 
producers will not help the 
poultry position unless a 
high standard of productiv- 
ity is maintained throughout 
a long laying season. It is 
for this reason that many 
producers are adding Lay- 
mor Tonic regularly to the 
Standard Mash. Laymor 
Tonic supplies just those 
essential properties that are 
‘essential, together with vita- 
min and mineral content to 
maintain the highest stan- 
dard of general health and 
full productivity. Laymor 
Tonic is today an essential 
addition to the daily diet. 
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Breeding pens should 
be made up not later than August 
or September, as the hatching sea- 
son is in full swing in October. 


Two types. of matings may be 
made, by single-drake pens or 
mass-mated pens. In single-drake 
pens rather fewer ducks should be 
allowed to each drake. With the 
egg-laying breeds such as Khaki 
Campbells and Runners eight™ to 
ten females may be mated to one 
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male, but with the heavier breeds 
such as the Pekin duck the num- 
ber should be lower—say five to 
eight females to one male. 

Though mass mating of ducks is 
common, the best results are 
usually obtained with single-drake 
matings. 


Satisfactory results can be ob- 


tained with breeding pens which . 


do not have access to water for 
swimming on, but some experienc- 
ed duck breeders believe that bet- 
ter results are obtained from 


_ducks which are given the natural 


conditions of water during the 
breeding season, 


EGGS FOR HATCHING 


Eggs for hatching should be col- 
lected daily as soon as the ducks 
are released and should be wash- 
ed as soon as possible. 
recommended that duck eggs re- 
quired for hatching be subjected 
to a long soaking in water before 
being cleaned. Providing all mud 


or droppings are removed, it is not 


essential for hatching eggs to be 
cleaned to the extent desirable 
when they are to be marketed. 


Little or no deterioration in 
hatching results is experienced 
with poultry eggs kept for 10 days 
if they are stored under satis- 


factory conditions and turned re- - 


gularly, but it is desirable to set 


- duck eggs. for hatching as soon 


after they are laid as is practic- 
able. Much will depend. on how 
long is required to collect suffi- 
cient eggs to fill a flat-top 
incubator or give a setting for a 


cabinet machine, but it is recom-. 


mended that duck eggs should not. 
be held longer than seven days, 
and there is some evidence to 
show that eggs held for even that 


period -hatch better under hens, 


than in an incubator. 


A cool place should be selected 
for storing eggs for hatching, and 
if they are kept for seven days or 
longer they should be turned daily. 


Turning daily is-less important if 


the eggs are stored on their ends, 
small ends downward. Care should 
be taken to reject. cracked or 
rough-shelled eggs. 


sized and abnormally-sized* eggs 
being better avoided. 


INCUBATION 


As with poultry eggs, duck eggs 
may be hatched by natural or 
artificial methods. Hens are em- 
ployed for natural- hatching and 
heavy-breed birds will cover 10 


Et isnot - 


A good me- © 
dium sized egg is desirable, under- . 


-pyrethrum powder, or 


- for hen eggs. 


‘broody hens. 


“80 7 NZ. 


or ll eggs. Putting too many 
duck eggs under a hen is not wise, 
particularly if she is to complete 
the operation of hatching. As the 


incubation period for duck eggs is 


28 days (85 days for. Muscovy 


ducks) the hens used should be > 


fully broody, in good condition at 
the start, and free from vermin. 
Such birds may be freed of vermin 
by the use of nicotine sulphate, 
sodium 
fluoride. 


‘An important aspect of hatch-. 


ing duck eggs is that they require 
more moisture than is necessary 
Accordingly the 
hatching coop or box used for hens 
sitting on duck eggs should not 
have a wooden bottom and should 
be placed directly on moist or 
damp ground. This natural mois- 
ture is of great assistance in duck 
egg hatching. The floor of the 
coop may be made of a fine-mesh 
wire netting to protect the hen 
and eggs against rats or other ver- 
min. The nest itself should. be 
made of a layer of straw or hay 
placed on the netting. In dry dis- 
tricts it is often desirable to mois- 
ten the ground around the coop 
with water a few days before the 
eggs are due to hatch. 


All broody hens should be taken 


off the nest daily for about 20 


minutes after the first two or 
three days. During~-this period 
the hen relieves herself, feeds, and 
drinks. Grain feeding, particularly 
with maize, is satisfactory for 
The eggs should be 
checked over seven to ten days 
after being.set and all infertiles 
removed. Careful observation is 
necessary throughout the hatching 


an incubator — either 
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period to detect eggs in which the 
germs have died and the contents > 


are going bad. Bad eggs are not 
uncommon among duck eggs dur- 
ing hatching, and should they 
burst; all the other eggs may be 
badly soiled and the broody hen 
may desert the nest. 


INCUBATOR METHODS 
The hatching of duck eggs in 
flat-top 
machines or cabinet incubators— 
is common today, but it is perhaps 


true that an incubator eminently 
suitable for hatching duck eggs 


has yet to be made. The best 
method of operating an incubator 
for hatching duck eggs varies to 
some extent with the type of in- 
cubator, and experience with the 
machine will have to be acquired 
before the best results -are obtain- 
ed. For that reason some marked 
divergences of opinion exist among 


those who have had experience. 


of hatching duck eggs. However, 


the following points may act as a 


guide :— 

Flat-top machines .are usually 
run at 103 deg. F., with a rise of 
up to. one degree at hatching time. 
Duck eggs should not be heated 
up too quickly and the doors. may 


be left slightly ajar during the 


first six hours.. No harm is done 
if 12 hours elapse after setting 


before the temperature reaches 


101 degrees, and a further two “or 


‘ three days before the limit of 103 


degrees is reached. The first 10 
days are the critical ones, during 


_which the eggs should be disturbed 


as little as possible—in fact, it is 


customary in the United States: 


not to turn the eggs at all until 
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the first test is made at the end of 
a week, and that method is also 
adopted by some duck farmers in 
New Zealand. Duck.eggs maybe 
tested for fertility seven to ten 
days after setting. A daily watch 


must be kept for eggs going bad; 


they may be detected readily “by 


smell in the early days of going . 


rotten. nae 
Opinions vary on the question of 


cooling duck eggs, but it is sug-- 
gested that cooling after the first 


week has advantages for eggs 
hatched in  flat-top machines. 
Apart from any direct effect that 
the cooling may have on the em- 
bryos, this practice undoubtedly 
helps in the efficient ventilation 
of flat-top machines and affords 


the eggs an increased supply of ° 


oxygen. These remarks do not 
apply to eggs hatched in cabinet 
machines. 


Experiments before the war in- 
dicated that a high humidity—say 
70 per cent.—is desirable for duck 
eggs in an incubator. during the 
first ‘week, with a subsequent re- 


duction of about 5 per cent. a | 
week until hatching time, when 


the maximum moisture is required. 


Similar treatment for duck: eggs 
is required in a cabinet machine, 
except that the temperature is 
maintained at 100 degrees F. 
Special trays are required to pack 
duck eggs because of their greater 


Size than hen eggs. 


REARING DUCKLINGS 


Given reasonable care, ducklings 
are easier to rear than chickens. 
They require a shorter brooding 
period during which warmth is- 
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necessary and are far less liable 
to disease. Against that must be 
set the increased difficulties of 
keeping conditions clean with or- 
dinary brooding equipment. The 
usual types of litter such as straw, 
chaff,. and rice husks rapidly be- 
come damp, soiled with droppings, 
and trampled into a messy condi- 
tion. 

If only a limited number of 
- ducklings is to be reared, natural 
- methods can be employed with ex- 
cellent results. Some form of 
coop is required for the hen and 
ducklings for the first few days, 
and for protection at night 
throughout the brooding period 
where rats are likely to cause 
trouble. Rats and weasels are 
- particularly deadly to young duck- 
lings and protection against these 
menaces must be_ provided. 
there is a hedge, shrubs, or some 
- Other protection to which the hen 
may take her ducklings during 


the day to avoid rain, hot sun, or 


cold wind,- such protection as 
: coops during the day is unneces- 


sary. After two or three weeks. 


_.the ducklings may be taken away 
from the hen and kept in a. pen 


having a simple open-fronted shel- - 


“ter for .protection at night and 
when necessary during the. day. 
A heavy-breed hen will brood 15 
ducklings comfortably. 

Ducks may ‘be reared artificially 
using almost any of the ordinary 
types of brooders.. It is now be- 
“coming common to rear ducklings 
in battery brooders, where they 
are maintained for two to three 
weeks. Battery brooders are fav- 
oured for their wire floors, which 


enable conditions to be _ kept 
cleaner and more hygienic than 
with floor brooding. When the 


floor brooding method is selected 
it is desirable to make wire frames 
for under the hovers to overcome 
the dirty conditions that ducklings 
creates =: 
~ Ducklings should be started at 
a temperature of 90 degrees F. 
under the brooders, as with chic- 
kens, but the temperature may be 
dropped more quickly. In warm 
climates artificial heat may be dis- 
pensed with after about a_fort- 
night. Ducklings may be allowed 
only a very limited range from 
the hover during the first two or 
three days; brooder surrounds of 
wood or metal should be used. to 
confine them to this space. As 
ducklings: produce liquid droppings 
and grow very rapidly, efficient 
ventilation in the brooder house 
or shed and under the canopy of 
the brooder is essential. 
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Ducklings may be allowed out- 
side the brooder house pen after 
two or three days. If grass runs 
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CANOPY BROODERS FOR 


are provided, the grass should be © 


kept short. Wet long grass is not 
suitable for young ducklings, as 


such conditions lead to chills. A 


modern method of running them is 
to provide a shallow cage outside 
the brooder house pen raised off 
the ground and having a fine- 


mesh wire netting bottom or slat- | 


ted wooden floor. 
go out into the 
cages for food and water 
benefit from direct sunshine. 
With this type of floor the cages 
remain reasonably clean durin~ 
the short brooding. period. 


PLENTY OF WATER REQUIRED 


The feeding of ducks and duck- 
lings will be described in detail 
in a later article, but it may be 


extensions. or 


and. 


~The ducklings | 


' tions 


SALE 


THE War Assets: Realization 
Board invites-tenders for:— 


(1882) , Canopy Brooders (28 only) 
"and Grit Mill, Enterprise 
No. 750 (1 only). All used, 
. but in good condition. 


Located at Poultry Demonstra-. 


tion Plant, Gibbons Road, Upper 


Hutt, where 
made. 


Further particulars and condi- 
of sale obtainable from 
Board’s Wellington Office, Depart- 
mental Bldg., Stout St., Welling- 


inspection may be 


- ton; -Board’s District Offices Dil- 


worth ‘Bldg., 


Auckland, Old Art 
Gallery Bldg., Durham St., Christ- 


- church and office of District Store- 


plenty of fresh drinking water tc | 


be constantly available. It is a 


_generally-accepted practice to en- 


sure that the depth of the drink- 
ing water is sufficient to permit 
the ducklings to immerse their 
heads completely, ensuring that 
the beaks and nostrils are kept 


clear of food accumulations and 


the eyes of sores. The writer was 
surprised on one occasion recently 
to see young ducklings provided 
with a ‘drip-feed drinker and to 


note no trouble from dirty beaks 


or sore eyes. ; 

- Any ‘simple system of penning 
on grass: attached to a low, open- 
fronted shelter will suffice for the 
growing period. It is important 


to note that ducks are inclined to | 


be nervous and are easily frighten- 
ed, particularly by dogs, cats, or 
rats. For that reason it is desir- 
able to run growing ducks in com- 
paratively small units—30 to 40 
birds. 
if the birds are frightened, as~in 


big flocks ducks are likely to pile | 
up on one another if frightened,. 


causing damage. This’ “point has 
to be watched when catching 
ducks in a pen. 


_—Reprint from “N.Z. Journal o! 


Agriculture.” 


[Sparrow Industrial 
Photos] 


POULTRY BOARD 
ELECTION 


Mr. A. J.. Severn announces 
that he has acceded to numerous 
requests and will be a definite can- 
didate at the forthcoming Poultry 
Board election to be conducted in 
the Wellington Provincial area 


Pictures Ltd. 


Less damage is then done 


emphasized that ducklings require keeper, P.W.D., Dunedin. 


'' Tenders aléée with -Board’s Sec- 


retary, (Postal Address, Lambton 
| Quay P 


.O., Wellington) to whom 
they should be addressed in enve- ; 
lopes marked ‘‘Tender No. 1882 for 
Canopy Brooders,’ by.» noon on 
Tuesday, 30th March, 1948. 


Judson’ Ss Australian Utility 


ah and 
Show Australorp Cockerels 


A limited, number available 

from eggs imported during 

August, 1947. Hatched Sep- 
- tember. . 


Inquiries, etc., to— ___ 
 W. LL. Tonks, 
160 Earn ‘St., eee 


sos SALE 


3 “Charters”. 540 Incubators. 


1 “Jubilee” 250 Incubator. 
Kerosine Operated. 
£40 the Lot. 


All in perfect working order and 
condition. 
Replies to— 
INCUBATORS 
P.O. Box 1567, Wellington 


DEUUUOSGERERROEEEEEEECERREEREEREEEQESDELEERREEERRERORRE CLOSERS OER E EOE) 
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FUTURE? 


That’s the problem today! With a world shortage of cereals affecting 


So far, SO good, girls 
now, what, of the 


The moult 
iS over... buf ... 


both the quality and the quantity of the feed, the maintenance of a high 


standard of physical stamina and productivity is a problem to every 4 


poultry farmer. It is essential that birds be built up after the moulting 


period and for the wet cold months of winter by the best possible means. 


This means that the Standard Mash must be fortified with vitamins, 


minerals and invigorating medicinal properties. 


FORTIFY the Standard Mash with LAYMOR 
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Yes, Mr Poultry-Farmer... 
what of the Future? 
Are you planning NOW for a full Laying Season? 


are your birds ‘‘coming on’ nicely, after the trying moulting period 

. is their plumage lustrous, are their eyes bright and alert... 
are they keen for their feed and altogether looking vigorous and full 
of promise? ... It’s the action you take now which will determine 
your profits in- the coming season. 


Are you satisfied that the feed is RIGHT? 


Those mysterious elements called vitamins are of vital importance to 
you, so see that your hens get, in their daily diet, the essential vita- 
mins by adding Laymor Tonic regularly to the Standard Mash, in the 
proportion of 3-lb. Laymor Tonic to every 100-lb. mash. The high 
quality of the Laymor prescription has brought highest results 
wherever it has been used. Laymor Tonic formula is the result of 
‘intensive scientific research and it carries a guarantee of £1000 that it 
does not contain any Spice. Prepare now for highest returns. Build 
your hens to the highest degree of health and natural productivity 
by giving them Laymor Tonic regularly in the daily mash. : 


_ Meet your problems with 


56-lb. Boxes, . 74/6 (=1/4 Ib.) 
28-lb. Boxes, — 39/6 (=1/5 Ib.) 


‘T-lb. Cartons, 10/6 (=1/9 Ib.) Sees ET ae yap 3 
1-lb. Cartons, 1/9 (=1/9 Ib.) PO UJ L | RY. TO N i Cc 


BURCH & CO. (N.P.), BOX 42, NEW PLYMOUTH 
AND~ FOR ECONOMY ... BUY IN BULK 
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The Problem of Early Maturity 


AN INHERITED FACTOR ASSOCIATED WITH EARLY HATCHING 


The question of early maturity, 
which is associated with early 
hatching, has assumed consider- 
able economic importance since 
early hatching has become. the 
rule on the majority of commer- 
cial plants. 
there are on farms all over the 
country pullets which are rapidly 
approaching sexual maturity, and 


the treatment these receive dur-. 


ing the next few months will 
largely determine their usefulness. 
Before discussing actual manage- 
“ment it is advisable to consider 
what most poultry-keepers regard 
as the principal disadvantages of 
early hatching, namely, rapid ma- 
turity, small eggs, and the tenden- 
cy of the pullets to moult in the 
autumn when egg prices reach 
their peak. 


RATE OF MATURITY 
INHERITED 


That. rate -of maturity is an 


inherited character | is now ; gener 


At the present time 


POULTRY 


ally recognised, as also is the 
fact that it is influenced. by date 
of hatching. Early maturity is 
definitely associated with high 


production and this is so well-- 


known that for years the date of 
first egg as a factor in- selection 
has received considerably more 
attention than should have been 
attached to it. 


EGG SIZE AND BODY SIZE 


Unfortunately,” when the ovary 
becomes active before the fowl is 
physically mature, food that 
should go to nourish the body and 
build: up frame is diverted from 


‘it for the formation of eggs; con- 


sequently growth . practically 
ceases and we get small fowls. 
The capacity to assimilate food is 
limited by body size, assuming, of 
course, a condition of good health. 
It follows, therefore, that a-small 


‘fowl must lay fewer eggs than a 


large one, or if she lays more, 
then egg size must be smaller. In 


ON RETURNED CRATES. 


SALES. 


PLAIN AND BARBED WIRE 


CITY MARKETS, 


OOK PRPPPP LS BBO -Y-HDIDDIDD<D< PPP 


J. JONES LIMITED 


ALL FARM REQUIREMENTS. 


WE ARE ONE OF THE LARGEST WHOLESALE EGG 
DISTRIBUTORS IN AUCKLAND. 


POULTRY FARMERS—Consign Your Eggs 
PAID BY THE GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT ON ALL 
EGGS CONSIGNED TO US BY BOAT AND RAIL eke. 


YOU ARE ENTITLED TO GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY ON 
‘ ALL EGGS CONSIGNED TO US. 


THIS AMOUNT IS ADDED BY US TO YOUR ACCOUNT 


We are the Largest Poultry Auctioneers in New Zealand and 
Supply Egg and Poultry Crates Free to Our Customers. 


We hold Poultry Auction Sales every Tuesday and Friday at 10 a.m. 
CONSIGN YOUR POULTRY AND EGGS TO OUR SALES. 
- GRAIN—We carry one of the heaviest stocks in Auckland and have 
regular shipments arriving. 
Ask for our Prices for all Poultry and Stock Foods. 


HARDWARE AND BUILDING MATERIALS | 
SASHES—FRAMES—DOORS—PAINTS—MALTHOID 
CORRUGATED IRON & SPOUTING for Renovation Purposes. 


WIRE NETTING—Fowl Netting, Pig Netting, 
All at Regulation Prices—Write for particulars. 


J. JONES LIMITED 


GENERAL MERCHANTS & AUCTIONEERS, 


A RAR ARAAADAADDDDDADAAADAADAAADAAEAALAA >>> 


EGGS! EGGS. 


to Us—FREIGHT ~ 


Rabbit Netting. 


AUCKLAND. _ 
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~ complications will follow, 
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modern: “‘bred-to-lay” strains the 
latter usually applies. The early 
maturing pullet which commences 
production long before it is physi- 
cally mature produces more but 
smaller eggs than. her slower- 
mating sister. Generally speaking, 
this is correct, although there are 
exceptions. 


EFFECT ON STAMINA 


Apart from the question of egg 
size and body size there is a fur- 
ther very important factor to be 
considered, namely, the effect of 


early maturity.on stamina; more ~ 


particularly the cumulative effect 
of continuously breeding from pre- 
cocious individuals. So great is 
the urge to lay in highly prolific 
strains that a pullet may draw 
upon her bodily reserves to main- 
tain production because her diges- 
tive organs are incapable of sup- 
plying the. ovary, etc., with suf- . 
ficient nourishment.. The inevit- 
able result of breeding from these 
fowls is loss of stamina, which 
means, of course, that all kinds of 
includ- 
ing low resistance against disease. 
There is no effective method of 
guarding again these difficulties 
and dangers other than by careful ~ 


_ selection of the breeding stock. 


ENVIRONMENT AND FEEDING 


Fundamentally it is a breeders’ 
problem, but after the chick has 
been hatched there are environ- 
mental factors, including the feed- 


‘ing, which affect rate of maturity 


and all that it implies. 

As I. have said, the conditions . 
under which chicks are normally 
reared in winter and early spring 
are favourable to early maturity 
and very little can be done to 
counteract _their effect. The 
shorter’ days necessitate longer 
hours of rest, there is less oppor- 
tunity for exercise, more particu- 
larly when the youngstérs are 
closely confined to. small houses 
during inclement weather, and as 
a result they tend to develop their 
bodies instead of their muscles. 
It should be remembered that 
chicks, in common with all young- . 
sters, grow while they are sleep- 
ing, and I believe that the influ- 
ence of rest on rate of growth 
is considerably greater than many 
of us imagine. I do not think it 
can be dissociated from the com- 


* paratively slow development of 


the late-hatched chick. That close — 
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confinement is conducive to early 
maturity is well illustrated in the 
battery brooder, where the chicks 
have little to do but eat and sleep, 
and where exercise is limited. The 
result is earlier maturity with 
comparatively poor. muscular de- 
velopment. . 


Turning to the question:of feed- 


ing, we shall understand -that if 
normal: growth is to be maintain- 
ed, the composition of the ration 
cannot affect the inherited factor 
—rate of maturity—for it is im- 
possible to. change this character 
other than by selective breeding. 
It is possible-to feed a ration so 
unbalanced that maturity will be 
delayed, but this cannot be de- 
scribed as normal growth, and no 
one desires-the abnormal. 
' Tf pullets have inherited the 
factor for early maturity, nothing 
short of starvation of one or more 
essential nutrients will prevent 
their coming into production. We 
- cannot hold them back’ by omit- 


ting protein from the ration unless: 


by so doing we ensure actual de- 
ficiency, which results in arrested 
development. To associate rate 
of maturity with protein alone is 
manifestly absurd, for it stands to 
reason that if the ration is defici- 
ent in mineral matter, vitamins, 
or other essential factor, growth 
will be arrested. At the same 
time it should be remembered 
‘that foods differ in their effect 
on the development of young 
stock, and that those which tend 
to stimulate, e.g., maizemeal and 
the protein concentrates, should 
be used in moderation, the ration 
being so constituted that steady 
growth of body and frame is as- 
sured, in so far as it may be 
assured by the feeding. 

A moment’s reflection will ‘be 
sufficient to. convince everyone 
that an attempt to retard matur- 
ity by restricting food -consump- 
tion is futile; it will indeed only 
aggravate the trouble we wish to 
avoid, namely, small fowls laying 
small eggs. Rather than keep ma- 
tured pullets short of food, they 
should have all they will consume 
to meet the strain which early 
maturity places on the body. Lack 
of adequate rations at this stage 
will do irreparable harm and may 
well predispose the stock to dis- 
ease. It will certainly encourage 
early moulting, because the pullets 
will not be in the best possible 
condition at the time they com- 
mence laying. 


What. May Be Expected 


Though there is a definite ten- 
dency for early pullets to lay a 


QODULEUEOGHAUUEGGONUUNNO04QUUNN00000U000000040H000000000008000UUUUOO0000SQU0080000U0000900UU0000090U0080000U0000000UUU009000U009800UUUOEO0 UUQOOOQAUONEQOOOUOEOUOY2Z 


N.Z POULTRY WORLD 


number of small eggs, if they are 
well-reared pullets of a large-egg 


strain size will improve in due 


course and no. anxiety need be 
felt regarding-them. These small 
eggs are, indeed, rather an advan- 
tage, since they do not throw so 
great a strain on the organs and 


thus prepare the way for the. 


larger eggs that will follow. Pro- 
vided a pullet produces a 2oz. 


egg within, say, two months from ~ 


the date of the first, it may be 
considered satisfactory. Frequent- 
ly pullets will lay a clutch of small 
eggs, take a short rest and com- 


‘mence with eggs of 2oz. or there- 


abouts. 


One of the greatest mistakes in 


the management of early-hatched 
pullets is to give unsuitable ra- 
tions and generally neglect them 
during the summer because their 
eggs are of low value. The man 
who does this will probably have 
all the trouble he deserves. He 
is unlikely to have profitable pro- 
duction.—L. Robinson, in “Eggs.” 
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OREN *S POULTRY FARM 
WANGANUI 


have a surplus number of 
accredited breeding hens for sale 

‘WHITE LEGHORN. and — 
UTILITY BLACK ORPINGTON 


Also COCKERELS up to accredit- 
ation standard. 


Also 


| One Australian All Redwood 


GAMBLE INCUBATOR 
10,000 egg capacity. In good order. 


Price £295 


GREEN’S POULTRY FARM 
WANGANUI 


4 


QUESTION QUIZ 


TEST YOUR PRACTICAL 


Insecticide and We Will Send 
You a Free Sample, Postage 
: Paid. : 


. Now contains proportions 
of both the deadly Ameri- 
can D.D.T. and also the 
equally deadly British Gam- 
mexane. ~ 


je 


at the same time thorough- 


action of strong healthy 
fumes which are liberated 
‘while hens are laying. 

3. Cannot filter down and be 
lost amongst the straw, as 
it is solid, not a powder. 

4. Will save hours of labour. 
Just place one in each nest. 

5. Will not taint or in any 
way affect the eating qual- 
ities of the egg. 


BOYS AND GIRLS! 


REPLIES TO “ 


KNOWLEDGE 
Tell Us the Name of this: 
Greatly Improved Nest Egg 


2. Will kill all pests by touch, 
ly fumigating hens by the . 


If Mum and Dad are too busy answer. this.yourself and surprise 
them with your free sample. 

UIZ,” P.O. B GX 1567, 
FAAMUNDNDEONTNLELEDERUSONEUCNUEAUEENEUTQONUEDDUUOEEOUEQGROE OSE UGS GRSEOURSEStARAAEOESLEAIRIAARGESAESULESTTTTVDDDDLIZSIHREREANNINADRSGSSORSIOGESNT 
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6. One in each nest will give 
your poultry and all your 
fowl runs a clean healthy 
smell. 

7. Hens always prefer to lay 
in nests which contain this 
insecticide nest egg. 

8. Each one will last from 7 
to 12: months. 

9. Cannot be blown away and 
the benefit lost as it is not 
a gas. 

. They are cheap, and by re- 
duction of labour costs con- 
siderably assist the poultry 
farmer. - 

Will keep nests and hens 

free from flies, fleas, lice, 

- red mite, and all pests. 


LY, 


WELLINGTON. 
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-commercially feasible. 
problem was a_ source of the. 


tracting it from the 
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“Female Hormones” Fatten Poultry 


The use of “female hormones” 
for fattening poultry is discussed 
by Jaap and Thompson, Oklahoma 
Agricultural Experimental Station, 
in an article in a recent issue of 
“The U.S. Egg and Poultry Maga- 
zine’ from which the following 
excerpts are taken. 


As early as 1916 it - was known 
that the laying hen has more fat 
in her blood than the non-layer 
or the rooster. — 


It has been proven that_ the 
rise in blood fat as well as fat 
storage in the body is due to tl:e 
female hormones, estrogens. 

Research workers have recently 
demonstrated that injection cf 
estrogen causes the blood~fat to 
rise rapidly and fat to be stored 
in the body. This is true for any 
age or sex of bird. The question 
arose to determine whether this 
could be’used to fatten chickens 
on a commercial scale. 


As is true for any new dis- 
covery, a. great many obstacles 
must be overcome .before it is 
The first 


The old process of ex- 
glands 


estrogen. 


gathered at packing houses was 
too costly. During 1937 British 
scientists synthesized in the 


laboratory a new compound 
which was a very strong estro- 
gen. Its name is diethylstilbes- 


trol and it can be manufactured 


rather cheaply. 


Another handicap was the fact 
that the estrogens had to be 1n- 
jected into the body by the need!e 


AN INTERESTING PROCESS 


as often as once a day. About 
this same time, 1937, British 
scientists found that small hard 
pellets of the chemical produced 
a continuous effect when. placed 
under the skin of the animal. 
This method has been’ used 
recently by the California Agri- 
cultural Experiment Station. 


Small pellets of diethylstilbes- 


‘trol placed under the skin of: the 


neck produced phenomenal fat- 
tening of chickens and turkeys 
by four to five weeks after treat- 
ment. 


Some “daughter” | compounds 
were then tried for their effects 
when fed. One of these, which 
we shall designate as _ dianisyl- 
hexene, 
possibilities as an addition to the 
fattening feed. The _ chemical 
compound was not only ‘“‘stronger” 
in its effect, but could be manu- 
factured at a much lower cost 
than its ‘mother’ compound. 


Many other chemicals are being 
tested for the possible use in fat- 
tening. For example, a “sister” 
comopund of dianisylhexene, dia- 
nisylhexane, has proven somewhat 
stronger in unpublished tests at 
the Oklahoma Station. 


These chemicals such as diani- 
sylhexene. and dianisylhexane are 
not available for commercial use. 
As a result of present research. it 
is hoped that they may be made 
available in the near future for 


general use in poultry fattening. 


BEFORE KILLING 
Dianisylhexene appears to be 


most useful for fattening broilers 
during the last two or three weeks 


N.Z. Heavy Breed Poultry Club 


Commencing at Papanui on April 3rd. 
Entries Close. on March 20th, 1948. 


For particulars apply to— 
A. N. MecKIK, Hon. 
%2 Barbour Street, Linwood, 
CHRISTCHURCH. 


TRIAL 


Sec., 


was observed to have 


before they are killed. This short 
feeding period produced the maxi- 
mum _ effects. using the least 
amount of hormone. This period 
is shorter than that reported or 
pellet implants but very little ad- 
vantage is attained by a longer 
feeding period. In most cases two 
weeks appears to be about the 
shortest desirable = fattening 
period. 


Finishing Broilers.—The finish 
that results from such a _ short 
fattening period as two weeks 1s 
very striking. The appearance of 
the dressed broilers may be des- 
cribed as that fatness of prime 
capons with only. a moderate 
amount of fat inside the body 
cavity. 


The hormone appears to stimu- 
late the appetite and more feed 
is consumed during the fatten- 
ing period. This increased feed 
consumption is not great. It is 
just sufficient to allow’ the 
chicken to grow rapidly while it 
is also depositing fat in its body. 


One of the effects of the diani- 
Sylhexene feeding is to suppress 
all cockiness, but although chic- 
kens fed estrogen become capon- 
like, estrogen feeding is not a 
method of caponizing. As soon as 
feeding dianisylhexene is discon- 
tinued the maleness begins to re- 
turn and the fatness decreases. 


SHORT PERIOD 


Feeding for a long period would 


be much too costly. The best 
procedure is to allow the chicken 
to grow normally without the 


burden of being fat and then — 


fatten it two or three weeks im- 
mediately before it is to be killed. 
Rapid fattening is much more 


economical than the slow fatten- - 


ing which characterised the out- 
inoded capon. ~~ 


How Hormone is Fed—Estrogen 
feeding is just as simple as feed- 
ing vitamin A and D. The hor- 
mone is ‘readily dissolved in 
feeding oils of all kinds. About 
40 to 50 milligrams of dianisyl- 
hexene per pound of feed appears 


to be the most suitable concen- . 


tration in the feed. When this is 
added as an oil solution at the 
rate of one pound of oil solution 


per hundred pounds of feed a 


uniform mix is obtained. 
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These daysS, B 
most poultry farmers: i] p 
are wise to the real cost of egg di hy 

production. They know that in the r j 

long run two factors outweigh all others—-first g y 
the number of eggs per fowl per annum in relation to 

the cost of the feed—second the health and continued produc- 

tion of the flock. 


Tomoana Fortified Meal is of vast importance to both factors. It 
does insure maximum egg production and equally important because 
of its very high protein and vitamin content it does guard next year’s 
production by getting and keeping the flock in the best condition. 


That’s why, although Tomoana Fortified Meal is not initially the 
cheapest feed,.more and more poultry farmers are realizing that in 
terms of production plus condition Tomoana Fortified Meal costs less. 


Tomoana Fortified Meal builds and keeps production high. 


BUILDS AND KEEPS PRODUCTION HIGH 


For further information write ‘to— 
Nutrition Advisory Department, W. & R. Fletcher (N.Z.) Ltd., P.O. Box 663, Wellington 


_ 87 


| 
| 
| 


1 
i 


FOR THE BEST IN 
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PLACE YOUR ORDERS 
WITH. 
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Europe’s Egg Markets 


By JAMES M. GWIN, University of Maryland 


The wholesale egg markets of 


‘Europe reflect the old-world cus- 


se toms, but they also show many 
' characteristics of our present-day 


markets in the U.S.A. Wholesale 
egg markets have a_ distinctive 
atmosphere that is found in the 
European market centres as well 
as in our own. They are charac- 
terized on both continents by the 
ever-present market sounds, the 
traffic congestions, the intermit- 
tently blocked sidewalks, and even 


_ the familiar egg market smell. 


Dotted among the European 


' wholesale houses are numerous 


coffee shops, restaurants and bars 


_ which serve the trade in a lei- 
_ surely way. Trinket salesman and 


| charity solicitors abound in great 


~ numbers, 


| manner 
- European wholesale markets oper- 
- ate is a characteristic that never 
_ fails to impress an American mar- 
_ ket man. 
_ doing business undoubtedly has 
some advantages, but it also has 
the definite disadvantage of forc- 
ing both buyers and sellers to 
spend many. extra hours in the 


and there are always 
beggars asking for a threepenny 


' bit, a franc, or a lira with which 
to purchase a cup of ersatz coffee, 
some cognac or wine. 
- Europe’s leading wholesale egg 
' markets is much the same as in 


Yes, life in 


urs, except for some ways of do- 
ing business and, especially, the 


' speed at’ which it is done. 


The prevailing slow and easy 
in which most of the 


This leisurely way of 


' market, and it yields a relatively 


small volume of business per in- 


| dividual firm. 


“THE HOME OF PURE MEALS” 
CUSTOMS STREET WEST, _ 
AUCKLAND. — PHONE. 44-654. | 


Excelsior : 
Poultry Grit | 


Stocked by All . 
Leading Merchants. 


EXCELSIOR 
@ POULTRY GRIT Co. | 
#4 Queen St., Auckland. | 


Phone 42-604 
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_isers has virtually ceased. 
place they have the task of help-- 


The wholesale egg markets of 
Europe are still operating under 
wartime conditions. Market men 
still food distributors, but 
their function as food eechane: 
n its 


ing government agencies with food 
allocation operations. However, 
in general, they continue to carry 
on much the same as they did be- 
fore Europe became embroiled in 


| war. 


The London and Copenhagen 


‘methods of wholesale trading are 


more akin to those of American 


' markets than are the methods of 


other European markets. They 
have better standardization in 
packaging and make. some effort 
to grade eggs for size and colour. 


| Their ways of doing business are 


somewhat like our own, although — 
they both benefit and suffer from 
the effects of doing business 
slowly. 


The London wholesale egg mar- 
ket is characterized mainly by 
dignity, politeness, and the com- 
plete. absence of ‘high pressure 
sales methods. When product is 
avaliable, the buyer may examine 
it at his leisure and make his 
selection unhampered by sales 
pressure. Representatives of. the 
wholesale firms stand by ready to 
serve, but they do not offer their 
services until the buyer indicates 
he is in need of sales assistance. 
It is reported that this policy is 
followed consistently on the Lon- 
don wholesale market when pro- 
duct is plentiful as well as when 
it is in short supply. : 


The Copenhagen wholesale mar- 
ket has a pronounced tone of seri- 
ousness. Buyers and sellers reflect 
a super-earnestness of purpose— 
an attitude that is reflected 
throughout the market. ‘Those 
who. do the most menial labour 
move about in a deliberate man- 
ner; and when there is no work, 
they sit quietly by, apparently 
never bantering or joking with one 
another as they do in French and 
American markets. 

The eggs in the Danish mark- 
Kets are comparatively well-grad-. 
ed. Most of them are packed in 
standard 30-dozen cases in which 
one-piece  filler-flat material is 
used. There are many more com- 
mercial firms operating in Den- 
mark than one expects to. find in 
this land where co-operatives are 


considered the dominant sales 
medium: 
During the war _ years, the 


Danish co-operative egg marketing 
organizations operated-under Nazi 
domination. They were then forc- 
ed to act as crop collecting agents 
and as suppliers of detailed statis- 
tical information concerning agri- 
cultural collections and production. 
However, they are still intact and 
from all indications are gradually 
resuming their former peacetime 
operations. 
War conditions made it impos- . 
sible for the co-operatives to per- 
form one of their most important 


‘services to their members—that of 


handling the details in connection 
with the exporting of eggs to ~ 
neighbouring countries. Danish 
flocks were seriously depleted by 
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the war, but in general, they are 
in much better condition than any 
other country in Europe. Den- 
mark is probably the only allied 


‘¢@country in Western Europe that is 


now in position to start large scale 
egg exporting operations. From 
all indications, the bulk of their 
egg export operations probably 
will be handled by the co-opera- 
tives, as they are undoubtedly a 
very important part of the eco- 
nomy of the country. However, 
the commercial firms are also im- 
portant—more so than many of us 
have realized—and they handle a 
fair share of the total Danish egg 
deal. 


The wholesale egg market of 
Rome is small, poorly organized, 
and not a particularly pleasant 
place to visit. It is partially com- 
bined with the wholesale meat 
business and is spread over a wide 
area of the city. The area is one 
that has particularly narrow 
streets, dotted with numerous 


firms that usually handle eggs as. 


a sideline. Little or no attempt 
is made to package the product 
uniformly. 


Under Italy’s compulsory crop 
collection and price system, there 
is virtually no merchandising pro- 
blem. It is merely a matter of 
handling the product. From all 
indications, this is done with the 
least possible effort on the part of 
the dealers. The Italian egg mar- 
kets probably have the lowest 
quality average of any of the 
major markets of Europe. The 
eggs are handled mainly in heavy 
baskets, each containing from 50 
to 200 eggs. The eggs are placed 
loosely in these containers when 
being distributed locally, and pack- 
ed in straw when they are trans- 
ported long distances. There was 
no evidence of any attempt what- 
soever to grade, refrigerate, or 
even protect these eggs from the 
sun. 

Black marketing in locally-pro- 
duced products was not, as a rule, 
as bad as one would expect under 
the existing food shortage condi- 
tions. ‘This was due to the rigid 
control of the crop collection sys- 


tems and to the fact that countries 


like Italy have operated under a 
deficit food economy for a long 
time. However, even in Italy and 
parts of Southern France, their 
food collection and distribution 
system has collapsed badly, result- 
ing in a flourishing black market 
for eggs and a number of other 
food items. Under these condi- 
tions, it was difficult to make a 


fair appraisal of Italy’s marketing 
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system. However, it is not unfair 
to say that, at best, they operate 
under very antiquated conditions. 


The Paris wholesale egg market 
is the most interesting of all. War 
made practically no change in its 
operations except to ‘reduce _ its 
volume. The French method of 
merchandising shell eggs is com- 
parable to methods used in the 
United States 50 or more years 
ago. 

Interior quality is given practi- 
cally no consideration. Packaging 
is not standardized, with variation 
in egg case size ranging from 60 
to 240 dozens. Strict government 
control operates throughout the 
market with separate inspectors 
for every phase of the work. 

The care-free attitude of Paris 
is reflected in the egg market 
operations. Buyers are not free 
to move hurriedly from firm to 


firm, but must spend many extra . 


hours a day “socializing” with the 
various people from whom they 
buy. Technological progress is ex- 
ceptionally slow, with most firms 
operating with the same type of 
equipment that was used almost a 
century ago. . 

The Berlin wholesale egg mar- 
ket is non-existent at present. All 
food in this city is handled by a 
food commission operating under 
the joint direction of military gov- 
ernments of England, France, Rus- 
sia, and the U.S.A. | 

The Brussels wholesale egg mar- 
ket suffered a serious decline in 
volume during the war. Commer- 
cial trading was virtually suspend- 
ed, and the few eggs that appeared 
on the market were completely 
controlled by the government’s 
food allocation board. 


Prior to the war,. the Brussels’ 


market had been an important 
egg trading centre. At that time, 
Belgium had more than 20,000,000 
high-producing hens: In addition 
to supplying the egg needs of her 
thickly - populated country, she 
produced a _ surplus of around 
700,000,000 eggs per year. At the 
the Belgian 
flocks had been reduced to less 
than 3,000,000 hens. Under these 
conditions, there is little need for 
elaborate egg distributing facili- 
ties. 

When large quantities of grain 
are made available for poultry 
feeding, Belgium undoubtedly will 
return to her former position ‘as 
a surplus egg producing nation 
and the Brussels wholesale egg 
market again will become an im- 
portant egg distributing centre. 

—“‘Canadian Poultry Review” 
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Poultry-keepers ! ! 


Consign Your Poultry to 


, TOWNSEND & PAUL 
Ltd. 


POULTRY 
AUCTIONEERS 


ALLEN STREET 
WELLINGTON. 


Auction Sales Daily 
Highest Values 


Prompt Returns 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Crates and Market Reports 


on Application 


P.O. Box 27 - Phone 51-174 
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TURNERS 


(Hawke’s Bay) Ltd. 
RUSSELL STREET 
HASTINGS 
POULTRY 
AUCTIONEERS 
Sales Weekly. 


Clearing Sales by Arrange- 
; ment. 

Stockists of— 
POULTRY FOODS 
VITE ADEE OIL 
STRAW 


Agents 
PARKINSON INCUBATORS 


Turners (Hawke’s Bay) Ltd 
Russell St., Hastings. 
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CANTERBURY CO-OP DISTRIBUTORS, LTD. 


The Largest Producers owned and controlled Egg, Poultry, Grain and Produce 
Organisation in the Dominion. 


EGG, BACON and CHEESE SECTION: POULTRY, GRAIN and PRODUCE 
206 Tuam Street _ SECTION : 
Phones: 31-422 & 33-646 28 Tuam Street. Phone: 31-186 
- — Eges and Poultry Received Daily — 
Poultry Auctions—Wednesdays and Fridays, 12.30 p.m. 
Clearing Sales Conducted 
All Classes Poultry Food Stocked, including ‘“Poultrol Feeding Oil” 
Agents for Gamble Electric Incubators. 
We are Buyers and Sellers of Second-hand Incubators and Brooders, - 


We Stock All Classes of Poultry Farm Requirements such as Chicken Boxes (50’s 
and 25’s), Drinking Fountains, Feed Troughs, Automatic Water ‘laps, etc. etc. 


CANTERBURY CO-OP DISTRIBUTORS, ELD. 
P.O. BOX 666 ie 2 | - CHRISTCHURCH 


Banish Poultry Parasites. . . 


SAYERS AUTOMATIC FILLING 
POULTRY DOSER WILL HELP 


Here’s the doser you have been waiting for. Easy 
and safe to use, readily adjustable from $ to 5 C.c. 
Designed for Carbon Tetrachloride, it destroys 
internal parasites the most effective modern way. 
Years of manufacturing experience guarantee the 
_reliability of Sayers Poultry Doser ... an 
investment which pays BIG DIVIDENDS! 
“APPLY: “TO <N:Z. DISTRIBUTORS 


DALGETY & CO. LTD. 


(Incorporated in England) 


ALL BRANCHES 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
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Ess Laying Test 


Week ending 14th Feb., 315 days. 
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T. Weaver 
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Stewart (2) 
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H. Winchester (1) 
H. Winchester (2) 
H. Winchester (4) 
Eritt: Ch) 
Tritt (2) 
Tritt (3) 
Tritt (4) 
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Mrs. J. Hadfield (1) ........ 


Mrs. J. Hadfield (2) 
Mrs. J. Hadfield (3) 
. Salisbury (1) 
. Salisbury (1) 
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Salisbury (2) 
. Salisbury (2) 
Salisbury (2) Be 
Vinnicombe (2) .... 
. Vinnicombe (3) .... 
Vinnicombe (4) .... 
. Vinnicombe 
Vinnicombe 
Munnings 
. Murray (1) 
Murray 
. Murray 
Murray 
Murray 
Murray’ 
Harrington 
Harrington 
Harrington 
Stevenson 
_ Cook 
B. Roberts 
P. Anderson (1) 1 ........ 
P. Andérson (1) 8 ........ 
P, Anderson (2) 2 -......: 
Mrsi. FE. M: Lucas (1): :..: 
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154 
215 
194 
290 
220 
229 

62 
162 
208 
109 
120 
169 
218 
214 
203 
177 
173 
190 
103 
246 
215 
188 
204 
241 
212 
185 
182 
198 
204 
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J. Mavor (8) 
J. Mavor (4) 
Miss Aileen Jakins ( 
Miss Aileen 
Miss Aileen 
Miss Aileen 
Miss Aileen 
. Colee 
. Colee 
Lees 
Lees 
Lees 
Lees 
Lees 
Lees. 
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LANGSHANS |: 


2 Burt“@) 
Burt: <2) 
CG) -L.- Burt:=(3) 
Walker and Moody (1) .... 
Walker and Moody (2) .... 
H. J. Anderson (1) 
H. J. Anderson (3) 


c. 


BLACK ORPINGTONS 


. Dudding (1) 
. Dudding (2) 
. Dudding (3) 
Maurice (1) 
Maurice (2) 
Johnson (1) 
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RHODE 


E:~ Schache=* 
E. Schache 
E. Schache 
Watson Bros. (1) 
Watson Bros. : 
P. Garrett (1) 
R. M. Povall (1) ° 


C. G. Clements (OF 


D. Anderson (1) 
D. Anderson (2) 
D. Anderson (3) 
D. Anderson (4) 
Billington (1) 
Billngton (2) 
L. Dawson 
Harrington 
H. E. Evans 
S. Mitchell 


o 


oe 
\ 
LyX 
2, 


TRIANGLE 


ISLAND REDS 


BARRED ROCKS 


W.W.—White Wyandotte. 
L.S.—Light Sussex. 
B.O.—Buff Orpington. 
S.W.—Silver Wyandotte. 


* Denotes underweight eggs. 


Hi: i. Watson =) =e sse =6 
H. .. Watson=Gi) 322 *6 
H;-.L: Watson. G3 433 2 
HG. “Watson; .@) ass 1 
Heil; Watson’ (2) 522223: 5 
Habs Watson. (2)<. 3:2 3222 bak 
E €-sJ.ohnson=(1))> 3 2 5 
i Cri Jonnsorite (2) 9. ecn.--s 6 
Ee. =lohnson 3)" 5... 4. 
J: aN@iisen: C3) 8a 3 
Jess Neilsentas( 4) 2-32 3s8 42 3 
Srv Be Kings Go ees = oe 4 
Sicko. King. (2)s22.4eeee2 4 
T~King< (ss eee 2, 
TT. Kine (2)... cee eee 3 
mR: ‘BR Parker-@))" 2 eli 
R: Rk. Parker: -(2)s:-2.5- 

Avonlea Poultry Farm (1) 

Avonlea Poultry Farm (2) 

Mitchell & McKie (1) .... 

Mitchell & McKie (2) .... 

Mrs, Ay-R:: Beek (2) -..0s 

ANY OTHER VARIETY 
C.. Munriings =G))“ Liss. 4 
C. Munnings (2) L.S. 0 
J.. Re=-Gmritten=:E..5.. 2222.28 6 
Gs *Munrings: G1) B07 32-<0 
C. Munnings -(2). “BiO:..2 .-0 
Es Vier therr 25-0 2-4: 

Mitchell & McKie S.W. .... 


Of 


Massey College 


THE Poultry Department of Mas- 
sey Agricultural College, Univer- 


sity 


of N.Z., Palmerston North, 


has a modern pedigree ‘breeding 
farm and most popular utility 


breds are kept. 


If you are inter- 


ested in the purchase of hatching 
eggs, day-old chicks, or stud stock 
please write for 8-page price list. 


Apply— 


THE POULTRY MANAGER, 


Box 601, 


PALMERSTON NORTH. 


NAINADNADANAILANALNAILANAMNANNADLAAT ANAT ANAMNAMNADANADANALA ALA ARLAGNABNARAN AI AGNI Ad 
“MAMMOTH MUSCOVEY DUCKS! ° 
: : ° 


For gualty Breeding Stock and Ducklings from my Champion- 
ship Strain, write for particulars and prices to :— 


J. NIELSEN, TRIANGLE POULTRY FARM . 
| ALL STOCK GUARANTEED HEALTHY AND FREE FROM DISEASE.” 


HENDERSON 


QO oe N. Z. 


TURNERS & GROWERS) 
LIMITED - 


WHOLESALE EGG 
DISTRIBUTORS. | 
Operating the most Modern Egg} 
Grading Floor in the Dominion—! 
offering substantial rebates on) 
commissions. Egg Crates supplied, 


ete. x = ‘| 


POULTRY SALES: 


| 
Poultry Sales commencing 10) 
am. EVERY TUESDAY and| 
THURSDAY. Crates supplied. | 


| 


GRAIN—POULTRY FOODS— | 
GRAIN. | 


We specialise in Poultrykeepers’| 


Requirements, | 
INCUBATORS — INCUBATORS. 


N.Z. Distributors of the famous | 
Australian “Multiplo” Incubators. 


Turners & Growers Ltd.) 


P.O. Box 56. Tel. 32-100 (9 lines). 
City Markets, Auckland. 


LAERY & Co. Ltd. 


_ WELLINGTON 


THE HOME OF 
HIGH GRADE POULTRY 
GRAINS AND MASHES 


Now offer their new improved 
Brooder, the heating unit of 
which is the main feature, 
‘comprising three controlled 
heats, is of entirely new de- 
sign and can be used under 
any make of metal canopy. 


Price and Particulars on 
Application. 


Agents for 
GAMBLE ALL-ELECTRIC 
INCUBATORS ~ 
BOX 13 - WELLINGTON 
Phone 51-150 
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Winter Litter 


Litter is the material placed 
upon the floor of a poultry house 
for these reasons: To prevent floor 
draughts; to provide a comfort- 
able mat for the birds when walk- 
ing or jumping up and down; to 
aid floor dryness; to improve in- 
terior lighting by reflection; to 
clean the feet, so lessening the 


vossibility of soiled eggs; to assist ° 


cleaning out, and to provide a 
means of exercise by scratching. 

Quality: To be effective, it must 
be dry, light, clean, dust-free, and 


‘easily moved when the _ birds 


scratch. 


Reject. worthless litter and re- 
place with fresh immediately, as 
it may chill the birds’ feet, lead 
to an outbreak of colds, lower the 
temperature of the house, foul the 
floor beneath, soil the ‘feet, and 
so dirty the eggs. Litter is use- 
less when it is wet, heavy, foul, 
dusty, and matted. 


Long-lasting litter is assured by 
ventilating the houses efficiently; 
keeping out rain; putting in the 
correct quantity at the _ start; 
keeping no more birds in the 
house than it will properly hold; 
turning it over loosely every day 
to assist evaporation, and using a 
wooden floor raised 10 in. above 


the soil or an earth floor higher ~ 


inside by in. than the earth 


level outside. 

Materials available are straw, 
hay, garden rubbish, peat moss, 
bracken, leaves, shavings, saw- 
dust, flights, chaff, wood wool. 


Straw is excellent, being light 


‘in colour, much appreciated by 


the fowls, attractive for scratch- 
ing, and soft. Its drawbacks are 
that it is not very absorbent and 
readily flattens down. Depth, 6 
to 9 in.; 


Hay: While it is: economical to 
use rough hay from hedgesides, it 
is a litter which quickly mats 
down to become heavy and use- 
less. It is better used with an- 
other sort to keep it loose. Depth, 
4 to 6 in. 


Garden Rubbish: This is -sur- 


prisingly good and may consist of 
all’ herbage and tops which are 
thoroughly dry. The long stiff 
stems should be removed, as also 
any wet patches. Take care, too, 
to discard possible poisonous 
weeds. Usually many insects are 
found. It is best used with an- 
other ‘‘shorter’’ litter such as dead 


leaves or shavings, and does well 


é 


on peat moss. Depth 9 to 12 in, 
according to texture and length. 


Peat Moss: The longest lasting 
litter because it is so highly ab- 
sorbent. It is unfortunately dark 
in colour, and its appearance when 
worn is apt to lead to its con- 
tinued use when foul. 


Bracken: This is good if cut 


with a scyth to remove the top _. 
12 in. only. . The lower coarse ‘ 


stems are apt to be a nuisance. 
It must be quite dry, and although 
the leaves break down rapidly 
they make a useful “short’’ litter. 
It can be best used with a medium 
material such as shavings. Depth 
9¢tor 12° in: 


__ Dead Leaves: Excellent material 
if dry and free from mould. The 
longest lasting are beech, oak, 
willow and ash; the shortest syca- 
more, plane, elm, and poplar. 
Makes a valuable manure when 
discarded. Depth, 4 in. small 
leaves, 6 in. large ones. 


Shavings: Most acceptable be- 
Cause they are light, easily 
scratched about, attractive, and 
have a restrictive effect upon fleas 
and lice, especially those from 
Pine wood. Goes well with saw- 
dust as a bottom litter. Not very 
absorbent, but lasts longer because 
of open texture. Depth, 6 in. 


Sawdust: Very useful as an 
under-litter for longer stuff; light, 
sweet-smelling and cheap. Birds 


won’t eat it if they are properly . 


fed. Mats down rapidly if used 


_by itself. Depth 2 in. 
‘Flights or Cavings: This is the 


light residue left ‘after threshing 
and is of great value, being light 
and fairly absorbent. Samples 
heavy with dust should be avoided. 
Depth, 4 in. 


Chaff: This is cut straw and un- 


doubtedly one of the best. It will 


last long if frequently loosened. 
Valuable for chicks. Depth, 3 in. 


Wood Wool: If cut or rubbed 
down makes a useful litter, but 
should not be used in large pieces. 
Best used in conjunction with an- 
other litter such as shavings. 


Dual-litter: To increase life it is 
a fine idea to use two litters to- 
gether. The longer one ‘serves to 
prevent clogging and assist evap- 
oration of the liquid part of the 
droppings, while the shorter one 
is absorbent, blocks floor draughts 
and cleans the feet. 


‘looking. 
-will be. found best to take eggs 
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Food for Canary Chicks 


Many of you have nests of © 


canaries hatched and are anxi- 
ously looking forward to the time 
when the youngsters can fend for 
themselves. If the eggs are not 
already hatched do not interfere 
with the parents. Many hens re- 
sent being continuously turned «ff 
the eggs and some are liable to 
desert them at the last moment. 


After the hen has been incub- 
ating for about nine days, it is a 
good plan to examine the eggs 
and see if they are fertile or not. 
Each egg should be gently hand- 
led between the finger-and thumb 
(taking care to hold each end of 
the egg only) and hold it up.to a 
strong light. If clear or unfertil- 
ized, the yolk will distinctly show 
as a dark patch surrounded by 
light, but if fertilized, the egg will 
be completely dark, and heavy 
In the former case, it 


and nest away and separate the 
birds. After a week or so, the 
pair may be returned together 
and a new nest and building mate- 
rial supplied so that they may 
make a fresh start. 


The evening the eggs are due 
to hatch a very small quantity of 
crumbled hard boiled yolk of egz 
should be supplied but on no ac- 
count overdo the amount. 


About as much as will lie on a 
shilling will prove ample. A tiny 
pinch of rape ‘seed may also be 


placed on the plain canary seed 


in the hopper, but do not give 
green food or other titbits. 
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CAGE BIRDS 


TOOT > KEM He Doers 


Tile “N Z.Pouliry World’ is the 
Official Organ of the N.Z. Feder- 
ation of Cage Bird Clubs (Incorp.) 


If everything has gone right, 
faint chirps will be heard from 
the nest the following morning. 
Now give the same quantity of 
egg three times during the day, 
at breakfast, morning and evening. 
A. thimbleful of rape can also be 
added to the seed, but do not be 
too .generous. The second day, 
treat exactly as above, but at 
midday replace the egg with a 
little milk sop and add a few 
whole groats to the canary and 
rape seed. It is most important 
to keep all food dishes scrupul- 
ously clean all through this period, 
but if the parents are nervous and 
disturbed when the cage is clean- 
ed, as they are almost certain to 
be, leave it alone, at least for the 


time being. On the third day the 


egg food may be slightly increas- 
ed, and if desired a proprietary 
food introduced. This should be 
made crumbly moist and mixed 
with the egg. Both white and 
yolk can now be used, but be 
careful not to. use too much. 
Many beginners pile in enough 


food to feed fifty birds, and after. 


a few days the hen gets heartily 
sick of the sight of so much food 
and refuses to look at it, with the 
result that the youngsters are 
either fed on hard seeds which are 
most difficult for them to digest or 
get nothing with disastrous 
results. oy 


A successful method is to take 
away all seed, and feed solely on 
hard boiled egg and crushed wine 
biscuit or a proprietary egg food 
for the first ten days. The onlv 
drawback -to this is that the par- 
ents are continually poking their 
heads through the holes where 


a 


7 
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By A. P. 


the seed hoppers should be. ‘This 
may be easily overcome by -re- 
placing the hopper filled with 
whole groats or fixing a piece of 
cardboard over the holes. 


Some- breeders feed the seed as 
usual when giving a ration of egg 
food. Take away all stale food 
when fresh supplies are given and 
see that the water jars are kept 
scrupulously clean. Withhold all 
green food until the fourth day 
and then give sparingly chickweed, 
watercress, and young’ tender 
dandelion leaves. 
seven days the hen will free the 


- nest of any excreta the young 


pass. After the seventh day the 
young birds are able to expel the 
excreta over the edge of the nest; 
though the nest may get un- 
sightly, it is best to leave it. Only 
when the interior of the nest be- 
comes fouled, is it necessary to 
clean it. Most hens will feed their 
broods for the first few days and 
then for no apparent reason they 
sometimes neglect them. If this 
occurs it is. always as well to 
examine the nestlings each night 
and any that appear to have 
empty crops should be fed. This 
is quite easily done with a small 
spatula of wood and some hard 
boiled egg, or ready-made egg 
food moistened with warm water 
to a thick creamy paste. Little 
difficulty will be experienced in 
making the youngsters open their 
mouths, the principal difficulty 
being to fill’ them fast enough: 
Some breeders always remove the 
cock bird from the time the hen 
commences to sit, but as a rule 
this is only necessary when the 
bird is of a mischievous disposition 
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and insists on pulling the nest to 
pieces or interfering with the hen. 
Sometimes also, the presence of 
the cock seems to give the hen a 
feeling that all she has to do is 
to brood over the youngsters and 
only the removal of the mate will 
force her to realize that she also 
has to feed them. However, most 
cock canaries can be depended on 
as feeders, and they are worth 
their weight in gold, especially 
when a large brood has to be 
catered for. Therefore, I advise 
beginners to leave the cock bird 
with the hen for the time of pair- 
ing, providing he is only running 
with the hen. 


It is a. fairly regular sractice 
with some breeders. to remove the 


old spoiled nest when the young- 


sters are eleven or twelve days 
old, and substitute another clean 
nest. -Be sure the new nest re- 
sembles the old one as much as 
possible, otherwise the hen may 
not accept it and trouble might 
ensue. Do not interfere any more 
than is necessary from now on, 
and be sure you do not worry the 
youngsters unduly, for should they 
be frightened from the nest at an 
early age, say fifteen or sixteen 
days, it is most difficult to make 
them return to it. About this 
time the hen will. probably be 
showing indications of wanting to 
sit again. 


SECOND NESTS 


Sometimes a bird will lay in her 
old nest alongside the youngsters, 
but it will be much better if you 
supply her with a new nest. Al- 
though the youngsters will not 
damage the eggs, despite their 
constant ‘wriggling and squirming, 
things. are not too comfortable 
even for them when. the hen 
squeezes herself on to the nest. 
If the cage is a single ‘breeder’ 
a good plan is to gently place the 
nest of youngsters on the cage 
floor immediately below the new 
nest, and supply the hen with 
plenty of moss and cow hair for 
nesting materials. It is better to 
give more nesting than is rea 
ed, ‘otherwise the hen may: 
tempted to pluck the young ‘birds. 
Should a double breeding cage be 
used, the old nest and youngsters 
should be placed in the spare com- 
partment previously separated by 
the insertion of a wire slide. 


The parents will attend to their 
needs and feed them through the 
wires while the hen will continue 
with her new home without inter- 
When the young brood 
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are nineteen or twenty days old, 


they begin to leave the nest and 
in a single “breeder” will soon 
find their way back to the sit- 
ting hen, much to her discomfort. 
This is when the nursery cage is 
handy (they are small wire cages) 
but almost any wire cage will 
serve the purpose. It should be 
hooked on endways to the open 
door of the breeding cage and the 
youngsters placed in it. The par- 
ents will feed them through the 
wires providing the space allowed 
between is. sufficient. Do not 
have the wires too wide apart 
(about three-eighths of an inch is 
ample) or the young birds may 
get their heads through, when 
there is danger of their heads 
being plucked. 


At twenty-one days the young 


‘birds should be removed to a sep- 


arate cage which has been well 
cleansed for their reception. 


Do not fix perches for a day or 
two, but cover the tray with either 
blotting paper or newspaper. A 
flat board with a slightly raised 
rim should be placed on the cage 


floor in which a generous supply 


of milk sop has been distributed. 
A sprinkle of maw seed on this 
will often encourage the young 
birds to take an interest in it. 
At this stage, they must be closely 
watched to see that they are eat- 
ing and any that do not should be 
returned to their parents for a 
short while. 3 


They will appear particularly 
miserable for the first day, but 
eventually will reluctantly sample 
the food provided, though — they 
will no doubt continue to cry for 
their parents. 


Feather Picking 

A cure for feather picking in 
parrots is given by Mrs. B. Bull, 
of Southern Rhodesia, which was 
successful on her 45-year-old bird 
who had been almost bare. The 
treatment was to add two drops 
of iodine to all drinking water. 
An early morning shower with 
soft water and half a pint: of 
water with four drops of iodine 
to finish also as a shower. At 


‘midday half a pint of soft water — 
(This 


and four drops of iodine. 
is in the hot weather and only at 
midday in cold weather) used as 
a shower. After a course of this 
treatment the feathers will grow 


-again and He plumage will be 


beautiful. 
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Nesting Budgerigars | 


About this time every year, the 
beginner is worried what to do 
with that last chick in the first 
round. It often persists in stick- 
ing in the nest long after the 
others are fledged, soiling the 
eggs of the second round. It may 
even puncture those eggs with its 
claws. 


The best thing to do with such 
a chick is to remove him from the 
nest and put him on the floor of 
the cage. Do not put him on top 
of the nest box or he will be back - 
in the nest within five minutes. 
The cock will continue to feed — 
him if he has not already learnt 
to feed himself. When going the 


rounds of the nests notice the 


beaks. of the chicks which still 
linger in the box. If these are 
yellow and hard it is time those 
youngsters were out. They have 
already left the nest, but on hear- 
ing you approach, they bolt back 
out of sheer nervousness. Spend 
five minutes each day handling 
those timid ones, returning them 
to the cage or flight but never to 
the nest box. This often creates 
the, necessary confidence and 
solves the problem. Sometimes 
the beginner at the end of the 


second round is tempted to let the 


hen go on and take a third round, 
all because she has probably laid 
one or two eggs before the last 
chick left the nest. 


It is never wise to take a third 
round from good birds, for it 
either takes too much out of the 
parents or the youngsters do not 
thrive as well as one would expect. 
Parents which have already fed 
and reared two rounds cannot be 
expected to feed a third: lot with 
the same loving care that they 
did the others. - 


If you’ cannot resist the desive 
to get something from those odd 
eggs, then why not distribute 
them amon~ other nests where 
the hens are sitting-their first or 
second rounds, this is a far better 
plan. 


Never make roosts, nests or 
droppings-boards a fixture. They 
should be movable so that effec- 
tive treatment for vermin may be 
carried out as required. 
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of the N.Z. Homing Pigeon Federation. 


Experiments with Pigeons 


(By E. E. BUTTNER) 


It is a well-known fact that 
during the reproductive stage 
numerous species of animals are 
able to utilise their food more 
efficiently than. at other times. 
Sometimes this refers to most of 
the food elements, sometimes to 
only one or a few, depending 
upon how essential they are or 
how well represented in the d:et 
they may be. 

During reproduction the body 
“strains every nerve” to make the 


most of a situation, so it would 


seem. Thus special tests with 
pigeons have shown that an in- 
crease of about 8 per. cent. in 
body weight occurs during the in- 
cubation. period, even though food 
consumption is then frequently 
below normal. Examination of the 
different body organs has shown 
that one-third of this increase 
occurs in the crop glands, associ- 
ated with the liberation of pro- 


lactin, in preparation of the manu- 


facture of crop milk. The *e- 
mainder of the weight increase 
occurs in the body generally, ex- 
cept for the skeletal portion. 

It is thus probable that.the two- 


thirds going into the body itself, 


apart from the crop. glands, is the 
result of reduced exercise more 
than food itself. During incuba- 
tion the bird sits still, with the 
result that a great saving in en- 
ergy is effected, which is, of 
course, reflected in body weight 
increases the same as in humans. 
On the other hand, this shows 
what a lot of energy a pigeon 
uses up in exercise, to say nothing 
of long distance flights. This be- 
it is clear that pigeons 


require lots of food rich in pro- 
tein, energy producers (starch in 
this case), minerals and, of course 
vitamins, especially when breeding 
and/or racing. If the diet consists 
only of cereals such as mealies, 
wheat, kaffir corn, without beans 
or peas, the birds will get so little 
good protein that a valuable por- 
tion of the total present in the 
cereal diet has to be wasted be- 
cause most of it is too inferior in 
euality to use for breeding pur- 
poses. If the protein is too high, 
as when we feed only or mostly 
peas and beans, with too little 
cereals, then there is so much 


‘protein left over that part is used 
_for energy production. 


However, 
this sort of energy production re- 
sults in kidney disorders because 
it is accompanied by abnormal 
production: of tissue waste ma- 
terial which is made faster than 
the excretory organs can elimin- 
ate. Much accumulates in the 
tissues to cause harm. If we feed 
a diet in excess that is rich in all, 
cereals and legumes, then the 
birds will have enough over for 
the formation of excess body fat, 
especially if exercise: is insufficient. 
Excess fat is thus due to too much 
food rich in cereals and legumes, 
with insufficient exercise. A diet 
too low in protein but rich in cere- 
als will also tend to excess bodily 
fat, as then the body has to manu- 
facture fat in place of pure 
muscle, to fill out the hollows in 
the body. — 

A significant feature of incuba- 
tion is that no increase occurs in 
the weight of the bones. This is 
because bone-forming minerals 


.of turning 
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like lime and phosphorus then go 
into the production of the pigeon 
milk and because cereals and 


legumes do not contain much of . 


these minerals. Starch, which is 
a protein sparer, does not enter 
into the composition of pigeon 
milk seriously; hence during in- 
cubation starch forms body fat, 


During the feeding of the young, 
the body weight of the pigeon de- 
creases, as we would expect in the 
case of such greedy creatures as 
young pigeons. Young pigeons eat 
so much that, according to re- 
searches, the food consumption, 
calculated as dry grain, of a 12- 
days-old bird is about one-fifth 
of its own body weight. Of course, 
the exact requirements of food 
quantity depend much upon the 
quality of food eaten by the par- 
ents. If their diet is rich in pro- 
tein of high biological value, the 
young will worry their parents 
less, as their food, too, goes a 
longer way. It is on a poor cereal 
ration that the young have to 
worry their parents overmuch, as 
the food they get from their par- 
ents is not as rich as it might be, 
even though the crop has a knack 
inferior stuff into 
superior food. 


On a pure cereal grain diet the | 


birds suffer from lack of appetite, 
which is a serious handicap during 
breeding, as then they either lose 
too much body weight, including 
the bones, or their young get in- 
sufficient food, or both. The real 
cause is lack of phosphate in the 
diet, for phosphorus’ stimulates 
appetite. Cereals are deficient in 
several minerals as well as pro- 
teins. The greatest deficiencies 
are in lime, sodium and phos- 
phorus, as fay as minerals are 
concerned. ‘Legumes 


unfortun- 


‘amino acids present. 
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‘ately are no better as regards 


sodium and lime; but legumes at 
least are richer in phosphorus and 
protein, thus a mixture of legumes 
and cereals is superior to either 
used separately and alone. The 
soy bean is the only exception, 
being rich in all food elements, 
except sodium. This last mineral 
should thus be added to the drink- 


ing water in the form of table 


salt. . 

One of. the most important nu- 
trients in the food of animals is 
protein. By importance I refer to 
quantity rather than quality, as 
every food element is really im- 
portant and normal life is quite 
impossible even if the smallest 
element is missing or present only 
in insufficient amount.’ But the 
term protein includes quite a num- 
ber of substances called) amino 
acids, which unfortunately do not 
appear in common tables of food 
analysis.. In fact the real quality 
or biological value of a protein 
is determined by the kind of 
Thus pro- 
tein and protein are very often 


two very different things from a 


nutritional point of view. While 
many proteins are able to main- 
tain life in adult animals, these 
same proteins are more or less 
inadequate for normal growth and 
development in young animals. 
This really explains why.a mix- 
ture of cereal and legume grains 
suffices for the nutrition of adult 
pigeons, and why these same birds 
have to rear their young on speci- 
ally prepared food like pigeon 
milk. We find the same thing be- 
tween the adult and young animal 
in every species; what is food for 
the parent animals is no food at 
all for the young. The difference 
is not merely to render the food 
liquid or soft, or more digestible, 
but to make the food contain 
everything .required for growth. 
Thus a pigeon may only get a 
mixture that lacks certain essen- 
tial growth factors, yet the pigeon 
milk will contain all the missing 
factors. The bird sacrifices its 
own body tissue to make up for 
the deficiency in its grain mix- 
ture. Up to a Gertain point such 
sacrifice of parental substance is 
quite natural, but the more per- 


_fect and complete the varent’s 


food is, the less it need sacrifice 
of its own body, as any sacrifice 
only tends to weaken resistance 
towards disease. And where birds 
have to sacrifice too often and too 
much, their. body eventually puts 
a stop to this dangerous physi- 
ology and the bird then produces 


a pigeon milk lacking in certain 
essential elements, either as re- 
gards quantity or quality. 
the young begin to suffer as well 
as the parent. Much of the inex- 
plainable mortality in young 
pigeons is sometimes explainable 
by this .argument. It is thus 


always’ preferable to supply the 


parent bird with as complete a 
mixture as possible, even though 
its capacity to synthesise certain 
growth factors may be consider- 
able, at least for a time. And 
where birds are Kept in confine- 
ment all the time, their food 
should be all the more complete 
as then they are unable to help 
themselves with the missing ele- 
ments, which often abound. in 
nature. 

Thus it is easy to realise that 


-a mixture of grains will always 


be superior to a-single species of 
grain, for the protein make-up of 
every type of grain differs, the 
ones containing what the other 
lacks, so that the one more or 
less supplements the other. But, 


nevertheless,. all cereals are so, 


closely related, and all legumes 
are so closely related with one 
another, that one type of cereal 
and one type of legume can only 
supplement the other type to a 
limited extent. But differences 
between one cereal and another 
are not as great as between a 
cereal and a legume. This ap- 
plies not only to the protein 
make-up but also to the minerals, 
vitamins and other nutrient - ele- 
ments. Thus, it is always better 
to mix one cereal grain and one 
legume grain than to mix one 
cereal grain with another cereal, 
or one legume with another le- 
gume grain. The greater the dif- 


ference between each grain in a 


mixture, the better the food value 
of the whole will be, quite apart 
from the fact that legume grains 


contain more protein than cereals 


Go and so help to raise the protein 
content of the diet, irrespective 
of the quality of these proteins. 
Usually the lower the quality, the 
greater will be the quantity re- 
quired, because the parent bird 
has to waste a considerable por- 
tion of the less essential amino 
acids of the protein in order to 
extract the more essential but 
scarcer amino acids from the pro- 
tein complex. It is much like 
the case of rats attacking a bag 
of dairy mixture; they waste more 
than they eat because they have 
to empty a whole bag on the 
floor in order to extract the small 
per centage of more valuable nu- 
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trients they are looking for ‘and 
so badly in need of. 


So much for theory. .-Now let 
us see how actual feeding experi- 
ments bear this out. Carefully 
controlled scientific experiments 
with breeding homers showed that 
a mixture of maize and _ beans, 
or wheat and sweet lupins, or 
barley and beans, always resulted 
in considerable gains in the weight 
of the growing birds. But a diet 
of beans alone, or sweet lupins 
alone, or lentils alone, although 
containing more protein than the 
previously mixed diets, actually 
produced weight losses in five 
young out of six in each group 
tried. On wheat alone or rye 
alone, four out of six birds gained 
weight, while two out of six lost 
weight in each group, due to the 
low protein content of cereals as 
compared with legume grains, ir- 
respective of their protein quality. 
On oats alone or peas alone all 
the birds just managed to keep 
their original weights, neither 
gaining nor losing. For the oats 
we can easily understand this 
when. we remember that oats are 
less digestible on account of their 
high fibre content. But as for the 
diet of beans, or lupins, or lentils, 
used alone, it must be the lack of 
starchv elements or: carvohydrates 
that caused the weight losses, be- 
cause young pigeons require large 
quantities of starchy food for the 
production of body warrath even 
though covered by their parents. 
This is where wheat alone or rye 
alone scored over the legume 
grains as a mono-diet. Thus we 
see that, although birds require 
large amounts of protein, a bal- 
anced diet is.better all the same, 
even though lower in protein, es- 
pecially if the protein be of good 
quality. Some authorities even 


maintain that bean and lentil pro- , 
teins are of lower biological value © 


than the proteins of wheat or rye, 
while the reverse is the case from 
a mere quantitative point of view. 


Pea protein seems better than. 


bean protein, because peas at least 
kept up the original weights. 


An exception among beans are 
soybeans, which are famous for 
their high protein quality and 
quantity. However, this mostly 
refers to the pre-heated soybeans, 
because tests have shown that the 
raw soybeans are not nearlv as 
valuable in the matter of protein 
quality. Nevertheless, even the 
raw soybeans are still superior’ to 
anv other legume grain. 


—‘S.A. P., P. and Bird Magazine.” 
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STEADY WARMTH 
means STEADY GROV 


Give your chicks the steady, fumeless 
warmth of Shell Pennant Kerosine, and all reason- 
able attention, and they will make steady progress 
from the day they are hatched. Shell Pennant 
burns with the consistently pure, healthy heat that 
ensures healthy, robust chicks. 


Guarantee the success of your brood — = use 


KEROSINE 
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